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ABSTRACT
Language has always been an important consideration in political analysis. This study
examines adverbial stance marking in political discourse and posits that this important
linguistic component offers new insights into political metadiscourse. The focus of the
research is institutional political discourse, more specifically United Nations Security
Council discourse. Political institutions are also formed and maintained in discursive
practices, and understanding how these discursive practices are produced and disseminated
can help us appreciate the extent to which social and linguistic phenomena have political
significance. Adverbial stance marking in United Nations Security Council discourse
represents one type ofhnguistic phenomena that deserves further inquiry due to the
complexity of the discursive procedures and power repertoires displayed by the United
Nations Security Council discourse community.
Using corpus-based methodologies, and workingwithin a critical discourse analysis
framework, this study investigates the frequency and function of adverbial stance markers in
United Nations Security Council discourse, and the extent to which stance adverbials
contribute to power representations. The results demonstrate that adverbial stance markers
arerelatively frequent in this type of institutional political discourse, that theydisplay various
functions basedon grammatical, semantic andpragmatic characteristics, and that they
contribute, to some extent, to power representations and projections.
CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION j
1
1
The relationship between language and politics is a much debated topic that has attracted
attention from linguists and political scientists alike. Politics and language are closely linked:
I
political language can have a substantive role on political thought and understanding how
language can produce the effects of authority, legitimacy or consensus is of utmost
significance from linguistic and political points ofview. |
r
The complexity of the relationship between language and politics has been reflected
in two major critical approaches in the literature: the first approach looks at linguistic
I
meaning as being determined in/by political conventions and practices and the other
emphasizes that language and political behavior are based on cognitive endowments of the
mind rather than on political practices and conventions. For the purposes of this study, the
former approach is embraced: often, politics comes up against questions of language and
linguistic options for representing the world are central issues in political discourse.
Coming up with a definition of political discourse is not a forthright matter. Some
scholars (cf Shapiro, 1981) define political discourse so broadly that almost any type of
social discourse could be labeled pohtical. This thesis is built on a narrower definition of
political discourse as a term encompassing discursiveutterances that are specifically aimed
at producing a certain political effect, i.e. a discourse which is in itselfpolitical.
One ofthe goals ofpolitical discourse analysis is to reflect how language choice is
manipulated for political purposes. Political discourse in general canbe mapped ontovarious
levelsof linguistics from semantics to pragmatics, andpolitical discourse analysts use
differentanalyticmethods to illustrate the relationship between languageand politics. To
some extent, political discourse is also a way to negotiate representations, including
representations of social/politicalactors (e.g. "I", "we", "the country"', "the state" etc.).
Political discourse assumes political actors that produce political texts in a political
environment for political goals. These actors construct their own discourse and contribute to
the discourse of the institution they may belong to by relying on representational language:
through language they position themselves vis-a-vis an issue, they engage in social practices
that underlie power relations and, through their utterances, they convey their feelings,
attitudes towards certain issues, i.e. the ideational meaning of their utterances is stanced.
Therefore, political discourse often includes the expression ofpolitical actors' attitudes,
feelings, value judgments about the propositional content of their utterances (i.e. stance) and
this is where the main focus of this paper is placed.
In political discourse terms, stance is to be found not only at the individual but also at
the institutional level. Political bodies are generally characterized by institutional "stance",
by the members' shared attitudes towards events, interactions, representations; thus, it is
relevant to investigate how/whether individual actors contribute to this institutional
discourse. From this perspective, documents produced within political institutions like the
United Nations (hereinafter UN) represent challenging data for the analysis of stance because
of their general formal neutralism: the institutional doctrine ofdiscursive impartiality implies
that, in the case of contentious issues, UN delegates are expected to refrain from explicit
approval or disapproval of the issues debated. Nevertheless, this doctrine of impartiality has
its limits and, in reality, politicians sometimes overtly, or covertly, convey their feelings,
attitudes or value judgments. These expressions of stance may in fact reflect how discourse
roles are undertaken and how power relations transform, and are transformed by, linguistic
practices. In UN debates, the formulation and structuring of individual interventions is
markedby "an increasing regularityof the behaviorof its principalactors and by a discursive
ritualisation of their confrontational encounters" (Hie, 2003, 73). The UN discourse emerges
from the various discursive practices and institutional constraints that inform the
interventions within the UN bodies, such as the United Nations Security Council (hereinafter
UNSC). The structural complexityof global political institutions like the UNSC is rendered
by the emergence ofwritten and customary procedural standards and conventionalized
norms. Political structures display certain patterns ofmember interaction and decision-
making procedures that, to a certain degree, can "make them resistant to.. .cultural and
/
discursive change" (Fairclough, 2003,24).
As a political institution, the UNSCrepresents an appropriate locus of linguistic and
political analysis due to the wide range ofmanifestationsof the interlocutors' communicative
acts and power projections. UNSC discourse does not include simple discursive units, but
institutionally pre-established patterns of interaction and contextualization conventions that
reflect institutional and personal spheres ofdiscourse. UNSC members formally contribute to
the institutional discourse through information exchange in the form ofstatements delivered
before the Security Council. Although most speeches remain within the dominant
institutional paradigm of formality, deference, and distancing, speakers sometimes employ
several linguistic devices in order to convey their feelings towards the propositions, and to
project or negotiate their power - speakers' power projections ^d power differentials also
emerge in discourse. Institutional discursive behavior is closely related to the expectations of
participants whose constructions of the 'self is often dependent on the representations and
power projections of the 'other'. Thus, language is inherently structured to fulfill certain
socio-political goals, and political processes are also linguistically constituted.
The relationship between language and politics has been extensively investigated in
previous related research, but only a few studies covered institutional political discourse.
Some scholars analyzed in general terms how language and pohtics are intertwined. Chilton
(2004) examined the changing landscape ofglobal political language, focusing on self-
legitimizing language, whereas Geis (1987) investigated the hnguistic meaning ofworld
events in general. More specific analyses were centered on the proliferation ofmediated
knowledge in the news (Chouliaraki, 2000), on the role that metaphors play in the ideological
interpretation of events (Zinken, 2003) or on how participants negotiate meaning in political
debates (Shaw, 2000). One ofthe few researchers who focused on institutional discourse,
Ghafele (2004) examined the metaphors of trade and globalization within the World Trade
Organization by looking at how metaphors made trade more "speakable". However, none of
these studies presented a comprehensive exploration of the linguistic items that political
actors employ in order to express their feelings (cf Biber, 1999) towards the content of their
utterances (i.e. stance) and the extent to which the speakers' expression of stance contributes
to their projection of power in the discourse.
The majority ofprevious studies on patterns of stance generally reported on
discourses that are not political per se. Despite this caveat, in this thesis, the analysis of
patterns of stance in UNSC discourse will be influenced by empirical studies that examined
various speech styles of English as marked by stance. Stance patterns in English have been
thoroughly investigated in the seminal corpus-based research conducted by Kristen Precht
(Precht 2000). Precht's study ofpatterns of stance is comprehensive in the sense that the
researcher used a multi-dimensional approach in order to identify and analyze the most
common elements ofcross-register stance use in English. The approach combined
computational, qualitative and quantitative techniques that were needed for the identification
and interpretation of stance markers. Precht looked at the frequency and function of stance
markers in several registers and used a large corpus for data analysis. Other researchers
tumed to different elements of stance: Biber and Finnegan (1989) provided an overall
analysisof the lexical and grammatical marking ofstance by considering the distribution of
stance markers across 500 spoken and written texts from several registers. Myers (1989)
investigated how modality allows writers and speakers to convey stance, and express degrees
of certainty as well as degrees of possibility. McKenny (2005) looked at how the degree of
dogmatism shown by writers relates to the lexical expression of stance, whereas Biber (2004)
explored historical change in the preferred devices used to mark stance. Among these devices
adverbial stance markers "are among the most difficult grammatical features to
analyze.. .because they are so pervasive and flexible in their distribution" (Conrad & Biber,
2000, p. 62). Most previous research on stance did not look at adverbial stance markers in
political discourse or at the extent to which political knowledge is linguistically constituted
and represented, and no study has yet focused precisely on the issue ofadverbialpatterns of
stance in institutionalpolitical discourse.
1.1. Purpose of the study
This study comes as a necessary continuation ofprevious scholastic efforts to illustrate and
analyze patterns ofadverbial stance marking in several registers and to represent the close
relationship between language and politics. To determine more clearly how language and
politics are connected, in this quantitative andqualitative corpus-based study, theresearcher
willprimarily explorehow somelinguistic elements - in this case, adverbialstancemarkers
- are constitutive and reflective ofsocial practices in general and ofthe institutionalized
discourse of political elites in particular.
The focus of the analysis is to see how some politicians, i.e. UNSC delegates, convey
their personal feelings, attitudes, value judgments and assessments (stance) in addition to the
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propositional content of their utterancesduringUNSCmeetings. UNmeetings generally
follow certain rules of linguistic propriety and certain genre conventions in which stance may
be more or less overtly expressed; political language is also linked to the institutional culture
and prima facie the use of stanced expressionsmay seem rather problematic due to the fact
that the UN institutional discourse is supposed to reflect impartiality and balance. However,
political actors are always situated with regards to a particular, time, place and social
interaction; through speech acts they agree on, contest or negotiate discourse roles, which
makes the expression of stance a sine qua non element that deserves further analysis.
1.2. Research questions
The present thesis will attempt to illustrate patterns ofadverbial stance marking in UNSC
discourse through the exploration of the following research questions:
1. With what frequency are the most recurrent adverbial stance markers identified by
Precht (2000) across registers found in the genre analyzed (UNSC meeting records)?
2. What is the grammatical and functional role of the 10% most frequent adverbial
stance markers found in the genre? (The 10% margin was arbitrarily established by
the researcher due to the large number ofanticipated stance adverbials in the corpus)
3. To what extent do adverbial stance markers reflect/contribute to representations of
power relations in the type ofdiscourse investigated?
To address these research questions, Chapter2 will offer a comprehensive review of
the literature regarding language and politics, as well as regarding stance patterns in English
and the theoretical background that informs this thesis. Chapter 3 will present in detail the
quantitative and qualitative research methods employed for this study. The results and
discussion of the three research questions will be illustrated in Chapter 4. Finally, Chapter 5
will provide a summary of the results, will highlight the limitations of the study, and will
offer suggestions for further research.
CHAPTER 2. LITERATURE REVIEW
This chapter presents the review of the literature related to this thesis under threemain
sections. The first section outlines the most important studies that have investigated the
linguistic phenomenaunderlyingpolitical discourse in general, andpolitical institutional
discourse in particular, as well as the relationship between language and power. The second
section reviews previous research on stance marking in English, whereas the third section
introduces the theoretical background as well as the rationale on which this study is based.
2.1. Linguistic analyses of political discourse
The analysis ofpolitical discourse from a linguistic perspective has attracted a significant
amount of scholarly interest from proponents of critical theory (Adomo, 1999; Bourdieu,
2005; Habermas, 2001), critical discourse analysis (Fairclough, 1995; van Dijk, 2002) to
scholars associated with the systemic-functional linguistics school (Halliday, 2002).
Relatedly, the link between language, power and politics has been reflected in two main
theoretical traditions that investigated language as a social phenomenon and as a mental
phenomenon, respectively. Scholars associated with these two traditions have tended to use
linguistics as a tool for explaining the nature of the relationship between language and
politics. For example, Foucault (1974; 1977) is interested in the political and social structures
created by discourse. For him, discourse - the linguistic construction ofcertain social
practices - represents a social, collective process that is inherently political in the sense that it
creates and shapes speaker representations and power projections. Fairclough (1989) also
looks at discourse as a social practice, posits that institutional and ideological linguistic
practices legitimize/delegitimize existing power relations andhighlights the idea that
linguistic"practices which appear to be universal and common-sensical can oftenbe shown
to originatein the dominant class or the dominant bloc, and to have been naturalized."
(Fairclough, 1989,p. 33). In the same Foucauldian vein, Shapiro (1981) looks at the politics
of linguistic practices, and mentions that political action, whichhas a constitutiveeffecton
political life, consists of linguistic action, of linguistic habits shapedby social andpolitical
relations. For Shapiro, political action and political understanding presume a focus on a
multi-level normative discourse whose boundaries emerge from various relationships among
various groups and individualswithin society. In his understanding, the substanceof political
behavior is to be found at a linguistic and social level.
That language and politics are intimatelycommingled is illustratedby Chilton(2004)
whopoints out that "at every stage ... politics comes up againstquestions of language and
thesequestions range from the choiceof wordsto the choiceof language- in otherwords,
from fine detail ofphrasing and wording to large-scale issues of.. .language policy" (p. 14).
According to Chilton, most linguistic structures have a socio-political fiinction and political
control involves control of information, i.e. discourse control. This idea is also present in
Chilton & Schaffer (2002) who mention that the doing of politics is predominantly
constituted in language - political activity cannot exist without the use of language. The two
scholars point out that "language use is inherently ambivalent, and it is this that grounds its
relation to the political" (p. 15). Language is structured to fulfill socio-political goals
especially in political institutions which "predominantly depend on the transference of
customary forms ofutterance" (Chilton & Schaeffer, 2002). Political institutional talk
contributes to the construction of political actors' identities. Moreover, institutional
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discursive practices play a major role in sustaining or undermining power relations and
"analyzing institutions and organizations in terms of power entails understanding and
analyzing their discursive practices" (Fairclough, 1993, p.50).
How discursive practices are embedded in pohtical institutional discourse is the focus
of several previous studies. Ilie (2003) examines the communicative and interactional
linguistic strategies employed by British Members ofParHament (MPs) by specifically
investigatinghow the MPs' metadiscursive techniques (e.g. explicitness, degree of
directness, appropriateness etc.) reflect institutional and personal characteristics ofdiscourse.
Ilie explains that 'by means ofinstitutional metadiscourse, speakers adjust their discourse to
the situation, to their interlocutors and to their audiences, as well as to their own end-goals"
(p. 90). Metadiscursive utterances are instrumental in negotiating social positions, since
interlocutors are actively involved in the construction and deconstruction ofmeanings. In
another study of institutional discourse, Ghafele (2004) aims to review the conceptual
metaphors prevailing in the World Trade Organization (WTO). In Ghafele's paper, the
analysis is centered on the pragmatic force of the metaphor ofglobalization. This author
explores the institutional conceptualization ofglobalization: within the WTO discourse.
Globalization is metaphorically construed as a train traveling a predefined itinerary (i.e. as an
irreversible phenomenon) or as salvation - as "the ultimate possibility to bring civilization,
structure and order to the poor countries..(p. 52).
The investigation ofthe relation between language and politics has been informed by
several analytical approaches. For example, working within a systemic-functional
fi^amework, Dunmire (2005) demonstrates how linguistic representMions of the future are
embedded in and projected through United States presidential discourse. Specifically
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targeting the BushAdministration's policyof preemption as articulated in theNational
Security Strategy(2002), Dunmire argues thatpresidential speeches play an important role in
facilitating the linguistic and political change articulatedthrough the doctrine ofpreemption.
Moreprecisely, the researcher stresses that linguistic elements, such as nominalizations or
absolutemodality, contribute to the creation of a future-oriented discourse that construes a
particular vision of future realities which are articulatedas real sites "ofchange and
possibility" (Dunmire, 2005, p. 507). In a corpus-based analysis ofUnitedNationsdiscourse
ofrefugees and asylum seekers, Baker andMcEnery (2005) discuss how refugees and
asylumseekers are constructed in articles publishedby the Office of the United NationsHigh
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHR). Using two corpora ofUNHR texts. Baker 8c McEnery
describe the most frequent metaphors and connotationalverbs that construct, linguistically
and conceptually, refugees as transported goods, invaders or nuisances.
The linguistic production of institutional discourse and the language ofpower
struggles within political institutional settings represent the focus of several other studies. In
one ofthem, Harris (2001) looks at the politeness and impoliteness strategies present in the
British House ofCommons, and finds that much of that type of institutional discourse is
composed ofexplicit face-threatening or face-enhancing acts, and-that systematic
impoliteness represents a constant within the political body analyzed. Much of the political
discourse practiced in the House ofCommons is of adversarial/confrontational nature which
is consistent with the informal and pre-established institutional discursive conventions and
expectations. Harris insists that "it is these expectations which enable Members of the House
as a community of practice to interpret intentional face-threatening acts as an important
component ofan adversarial and confrontational political process in such a way that they do
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not lead to either a breakdown in communication or interpersonal relationships" (p. 469).
Debates in the British House of Commons are also investigated by Shaw (2000), who
analyzes the effects ofgender on turn-taking and floor apportionment. Drawing on a corpus
ofvideotaped debates, Shaw combines an ethnographic approach with a conversational
analysis tradition in order to identify the role that gender plays in these debates. Shaw finds
that "the norms ofmale MPs discourse styles are pervasive in debates" and that "the culture
of the House ofCommons.. .[creates] an environment in which female MPs do not have
access to the same interactional repertoire as male MPs" (p. 416). The British parhamentary
discourse reemerges in a study by Inigo-Mora (2004), who examines the relationship
between the parliamentary community and the linguistic forms used by parliamentarians,
with an emphasis on the discursive use of the personal pronoun *we'. Inigo-Mora affirms
that, due to its inclusion/exclusion functional characteristics, the personal pronoun 'we' is
employed by MPs in order to fi-ame their intentions and scope of reference, and to create a
linguistic territory characterized by an approaching-distancing relationship depending on the
speakers' intentions.
Parliamentary debates presuppose a wide range ofdiscursive processes and
informational exchanges. In other words, parliamentary debates involve significant amounts
ofknowledge regarding procedures, political opponents, the social and political events etc.
These various dimensions ofparliamentary knowledge are investigated by van Dijk (2003) in
a study that examines how parliamentary knowledge influences discourse production and
comprehension in general, and ofdebates in particular.Van Dijk discusses the ways in which
shared knowledge is made explicit or implicit, and presents the linguistic forms (mental
verbs, epistemic expressions, evidentials etc.) that contribute to the lexicalization of
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knowledge in discourse. Van Dijk concludes that knowledge is a 'Vast complex of
[representations], ranging from mere beliefs to absolute certainty, depending on the believers,
the context and the strategies of their disciu-sivemanifestation in debate" (p. 113).
Knowledge is not viewed as a unified notion, but as complex system that brings to the fore
the expression ofparticipants' beliefs and attitudes, i.e. the expression of stance (a concept
discussed in the section below).
The studies presented above constitute a solid framework for this thesis by indicating
that an insight into the linguistic elements underlying political discourse in general, and
institutional political discourse in particular, reveals not only the relationship between
language and power, but also the social and linguistic constructedness of political discourse.
2.2. Stance marking in English
Stance is defined by Biber, D., Johansson, S., Leech, G., Conrad, S. & Finegan E. (1999) as
the expression of "personal feelings, attitudes, value judgments, or assessments" (p. 966) in
discourse. Although sometimes stance andmetadiscourse are used interchangeably, stance
may be understood to include the concept ofmetadiscourse (Precht, 2000). For the present
thesis study, Precht's research represents the main resource for analyzing patterns of stance
inUN institutional discourse. In her comprehensive work,Precht identifies patternsof stance
across registers (news, fiction, prose, technical writing, research articles, conversation) in
Englishand interprets stance patterns on the basis of lexical,grammatical, semanticand
pragmatic characteristics. Stancemarkers belong to different lexical categories - verbs,
adjectives, adverbs, nouns - and describe various semantic domains related to, for instance,
certainty/doubt or emotion/attitude.
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In their turn, adverbial stance markers - the main focus of this thesis - represent an
interesting area of inquiry due to their functional characteristics, and may be categorized as
follows (the categorizations below are based on Precht, 2000):
1. The first category includes affective adverbial stance markers (1) which exhibit
speakers' attitudes towards the proposition and which have three subcategories: a. stative
expressions ofaffect (e.g. gladly, tragically, happily); b. opinions (e.g. ideally, perfectly,
unfortunately); and c. importance (e.g. mainly, primarily, principally).
2. The second category is represented by epistemic adverbial stance markers (2)
which express'speakers* judgments about the information in the proposition and which have
the following subcategories: a. certainty/doubt markers (e.g. certainly, of course, probably);
b. source ofinformation markers (e.g. according to), and c. actuality markers (e.g. actually,
in fact).
3. The third category consists of hedges (3) - adverbial approximators (e.g.
approximately, extremely, roughly) which perform the flmction ofqualifying commitments.
4. The last category includes adverbial style markers (4) which illustrate speakers*
impression of the manner of communication (e.g. basically, seriously, technically).
Besides semantic categorizations of adverbial stance markers, Biber, D., Johansson,
S., Leech, G., Conrad, S. & Finegan E. (1999),Biber & Conrad (2000) and Biber, D, Conrad,
S. & Leech, G. (2002) explain the role played by theposition of stance adverbials in a
sentencewith respect to their function. Stance adverbials typically have scope (i.e. they
modifydifferent elements) over the entireclauseor over a phrase, and when they occur in
initialposition theygenerally: a) frame theproposition priorto its subsequent presentation;
orb) serveas linkingdevices, marking not just thenature of the upcoming clause but also its
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connection to previous clauses. When theyappear infinal position, stance adverbials usually
allow speakers to qualifya proposition afterit hasbeenpronounced. The complexity of
stance adverbials is also emphasized by Biber & Conrad (2000) who point out the social
element involved in the use of stance adverbials: "in analyzing occurrences of stance
adverbials, it is clear that they have important social functions beyond simply marking doubt,
imprecision and actuality". For instance, "markers of doubt, suchas 'perhaps' or 'maybe',
are used in making suggestions while actuality adverbs, such as 'really' and 'actually' [ ]
serve to soften disagreements" (p. 73).
Other studies employing different researchmethods have also contributed to the
general understanding ofstance in English. Using cluster analysis, Biber & Finegan (1989)
undertake an overall analysis of the lexical and grammaticalmarking of affective stance in
English, whereas Precht (2003),using factor analysis, investigates stancemoods in spoken
English. In a study informed by corpus-basedmethodologies,Biber (2004) attempts to track
the patterns for the grammatical marking ofstance in English across the past three centuries,
while McKenny (2005) combines psychological and phraseological approaches to investigate
epistemic stance in student essays. All the above-mentioned research studies suggest that
stance marking is an important linguistic phenomenon that has commanded considerable
interest from linguists. To some degree, the concept of stance is the "perfect linguistic
construct: in looking at stance we are investigating the space in language where the literal,
figurative, and functional meanings intersect" (Precht, 2003, p. 239). That stance remains an
area of enduring interest is demonstrated by the wide-range ofcritical concepts and
methodologies employed by scholars to study it. The current thesis hopes to contribute to
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previous work on stance patterns and is informed by the theoretical framework described in
the following section.
2.3. Theoretical framework for the study: corpus-based linguistic analysis and critical
discourse analysis
This thesis is situated within the larger theoretical framework provided by discourse
analysis which implies the study ofdiscourse as texts and talk in social practices. Discourse
analysis looks at language not as "a tool for description and a medium for communication
(conventional view), but as a social practice, as a way of doing things" (Wood & Kroger,
2000, p. 4). In a Foucauldian understanding, discourse, composed ofparticular sets of
utterances and practices, is inseparable from the concept ofpower. This means that,
according to Foucault (1972; 1977) discursive practices incorporate significations that
contribute to the shaping ofpower relations. Discourse analysis presupposes several
analytical approaches that "take as their startingpoint the claim of structuralist and post-
structuralist linguistic philosophy, that our access to reality is always through language"
(Phillips & Jorgens, 2002, p.8). Thus, discourse analysis entails a view of language as both
constitutive and reflective of the social realities within which we live.
There are several approaches to discourse analysis, such as conversation analysis,
critical discourse analysis, cognitive discourse analysis, andvarious methodological
approaches for analyzing texts (e.g. corpus-based, interaction-based methods). The current
study implies amixed methodology combining a quantitative, corpus-based approach with a
qualitative, textual analysis of a certain linguistic feature - adverbial stance marking - present
in UNSC political discourse.
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For reasons ofrelevance and accuracy, thefrequency and function analysis of the
stance markers investigated (RQ 1 and RQ 2) warrants.a corpus-based approach which "can
reveal much more about a [feature], enabling investigation in the actual patterns ofuse in
addition to structural descriptions" (Hunston &Thompson, 2002, p. 62). In this study, the
corpus-based approach represents the optimal technique for analyzing patterns of stance in
political discourse in terms of frequency and function because it enables the researcher to
thoroughly identify and investigate the variegated, and sometimes ambivalent, patterns of
stanced words in certain contexts. Corpus-based linguistic analysis provides the investigator
with several avenues for empirically analyzing actual patterns of language use, and with a
solid fi:amework for both quantitative and qualitative examinations. As far as patterns of
stance are concerned, the technique facilitates the identification and analysis of the most
frequent words and, structures associated with stance.
The extent to which adverbial stancemarkers contribute to power representations in
UNSC political discourse (i.e. RQ 3) is analyzed following critical discourse analysis (CDA)
principles and blueprints.,Critical discourse analysis emphasizes the relations between
language and power and the role of discourse analysis in social critique. CDA is concemed
with the linguistic character of social processes and structures and looks at discourse as a
'practice' of not just representing the world,but alsoof constitutingand constructing the
world (Fairclough, 1993). More precisely, CDA is a qualitative approach thatattempts to
describe discourse structures in terms ofproperties ofsocial interactions, with anemphasis
onpolitical interactions. A central concept inCDA, and in thepresent study aswell, is that of
power, and more specifically the 'political' power of institutions and groups. However,
"critical discourse analysis is concemed notonly with power relations in discourse, but also
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with how power relations and power struggle shape and transform the discourse practices of
a society or institution" (Fairclough, 1993, p. 36). In other words, CDA studies both power in
discourse and power over discourse. CDA thus implies a systematic methodology and a close
relationship between the text and the social conditions and power projections reflected in it.
Under the CDA framework ofanalysis, the text is not examined in isolation; rather, the
language in texts is a commimicative event that is both discursive practice and social practice
(Philips & Jorgens, 2002). Consequently, CDA is based on the principle that texts cannot be
analyzed as static entities- the discourse is intertextual, i.e. the discourse is composed of
webs of interrelated texts that emerge in specific social contexts.
Therefore, the degree to which stance markers contribute to power representations
in UN political discourse will be investigated under the CDA analytic structure which "offers
novel ways to think about the relationship between social structures and political agency"
(Howarth et al., 2000, p. 5). Power has multiple locations in discourse and includes multiple
manifestations of the participants' communicativeacts. Power imposes its own language and
the concept of power is inseparable from the concept ofdiscourse. That is why the analysis
of the relationshipbetween power and language requires an inductive spirit ofdiscourse-
analytic research, one that "involves moving from the concrete to the abstract, from the




This chapter outlines~themain methodological steps that were earned out for the study. As
mentioned in the previous chapter, the analytical framework adopted for this thesis suggests
that the current research combines a corpus-based approach aimed at producing quantitative
results and functional patterns with a critical discourse analysis tradition focused on a
qualitative insight into textual and intertextual features ofdiscourse. The chapter presents in
detail the criteria imderlying the selection of the target linguistic items, the procedure for
organizing the selected texts into a corpus, and the methods and principles used for analyzing
the data. The methodological features are supplemented with the list of the stance markers to
be functionally investigated and with a discussion ofthe suggested taxonomy of 'power'
based on which the third research question was addressed.
3.1. Criteria for selecting target stance markers
In the current study, the selection ofthe target stance markers drew extensively on the
seminal work ofPrecht (2000). In her comprehensiveand reliable study, Precht employed a
multi-dimensional approach in order to identify and interpret the patterns of stance across
registers in English. The research resuhed in the identification and analysis of several stance
markers that had different frequencies and functions and that fell under different lexical
categories (adjectives, adverbs, nouns, verbs). For this thesis, the selection of the target
stance markers relied on the frequency results obtained by Precht(2000). However, given the
scope of this study, the stance markers tobe analyzed fell under onlyonelexical category:
adverbials. Thus, the analysis of stance marking inthe corpus ofUNSC meeting records
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focused only on the most frequent stance adverbials that were identified as being generally
recurrent across registers by Precht (2000). Based on the above-mentioned selection criteria,
the target adverbial stance markers to be analyzed in terms of frequency in this thesis are
presented in Table 1 according to categorical characteristics.
Table 1. List of target adverbial stance markers
Affective markers Epistemic markers Hedges Style
markers
Opinion Importance Certainty/Doubt Source of
Information
Actuality - -
ideally mainly absolutely according
to
actually approximately basically
perfectly primarily apparently in fact extremely briefly
fortunately principally certainly generally honestly
unfortunately significantly clearly hardly indeed













3.2.1. Selection of texts
The corpus used in the current study consisted of 1,012,509 words from the UNSC
meeting records. The UNSC meeting records are public documents made available online at
the UNwebsite (www.un.org) by the United Nations Department ofPublic Information
(UNDPI). The meeting records vary in scope and length and illustrate the various matters
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discussed within the UNSC, UN's most powerful organism that has themain responsibility
ofmaintaining the international peace and security. TheUNSC is composed of 15 member
countries, out ofwhich 5 members are permanent and the remaining 10 are temporary.The
UNSC has a rotatingpresidency and issues several documents, themoreimportant ofwhich
are the meeting records and their correspondingpress releases.
Themeeting records differ in length (from1page to 50 pages in the corpus collected
for this study) depending on the topicbeingdiscussed. Subjects of discussion range from
administrative issues to more importantmatters likemeasures that need to be taken to contain
terrorism or to coordinate humanitarian interventions in restive regions around the world.
TheUNSCmeeting procedure is centered around an openingstatementmade by the UNSC
president followed by statements presented by therepresentatives of themember countries,
who deliver their speeches (which are subsequently translated) in one of UN's six official
languages (English, French,Arabic, Chinese, Spanish andRussian) regardingthe issueon the
agenda. These institutionalprocedural characteristics requiredthat the collectionof the texts
for the corpus should be more principled and shouldbe undertaken as follows:
a. For reasons of relevance and accuracy, the actual data collection was preceded by a
micro-analysis of randomly chosenmeeting records from 2005 in which the
researcher investigated comparativelyUN records with English as the medium of
communication and UN records translated into English. The purpose of this exercise
was to ensure that the translated texts did not present significant differences in the
expression of stance (that may have actually reflected the translator's 'voice' or
preference for certain linguistic forms) from the original English texts. This also
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ensured that the final random selection of the texts to be included in the final corpus
was relevant and appropriate for the purpose of the study.
b. Although UNSC meeting records are available from 1946 onwards, only documents
from 2003, 2004 and 2005 were considered eligible in order for the study to reflect
the contemporary dynamics ofUN institutional discourse.
c. In order for the researcher to be able to clearly identify pattems of stance, only texts
having 6 pages or more were considered for selection.
3.2.2. Corpus collection mechanics
In compiling the corpus, the above-mentioned criteria were followed and two steps
were undertaken. First, the researcher reviewed all the UNSC meeting records corresponding
to the years 2003, 2004 and 2005, and downloaded in .pdf format those records having 6
pages or more. The files were subsequently saved in a format (.txt) compatible with the
computer software to be used for the frequency and function analysis. The name of each file
included: a. the year, month, and day of the meeting; and b. the topic discussed during the
meeting. The process resulted in an initial corpus of approximately 3 million words.
The second step was aimed at selecting the final corpus to be used in the study. For
this purpose, the researcher randomly selected texts from the initial corpus so that they could
make up approximately 1 million words. Thus, the final corpus consisted of 1,012,509 words
organized in 63 files, representing various UNSC meeting records from 2003, 2004 and
2005. The largest document in the final corpus (2005-10-26_Terrorism) comprised of27, 637
words, whereas the smallest document (2004-4-2_Cyprus) had 3,450words. The average
length of the documents was of 16,072 words.
23
3.3. Data analysis procedures
Data analysis was centered on a combinationofboth quantitative and qualitative
methods (see Table 3 at the end of this chapter for a quick overview of the methodological
stepsundertaken). Corpus-basedtechniques andqualitative methodswere employed to
identify the frequency and to evaluate the function of the target stance markers. Moreover,
qualitative techniques were the basis for investigating the extent to which the target stance
markers are constitutive/reflective ofpower relations in UN institutional discourse.
)
3.3.1. Quantitative analysis
In completing the first phase ofthe analysis (RQl), afrequency count of the target
adverbial stance markers (i.e. those markers listed in Table 1 above) was performed in order
to see which of these markers were recurrent in the corpus. Searches were conducted for each
target stance marker individually using a concordancing program (see Figure 1 below),
MonoConcPro (Barlow, 2002). In the second stage of the quantitative data analysis, the 10%
most frequent target stance markers identified in the corpus were analyzed by conducting an
examination of the stance marker's collocational patterns using the same concordancer. The
10% margin was arbitrarily established by the researcher due to the large number of the
target stance markers identified in the corpus. The collocational patterns helped the
researcher perform a grammatical analysis (i.e. an identification ofgrammaticalframes) of
the 10%most frequent target stance markers in the corpus.The adverbials identified as the
10%most frequent target stance markers were further labeled asfinal stance markers.
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To complete thefunctional analysis of the 10%most frequent target stancemarkers
(i.e. the final stancemarkers), a qualitativeanalysis was conducted. The'fiinctional analysis
was centered on a textual examination of the final stance makers and was aimed at
identifying the semantic domains that relatedto certainty, doubt, emotion, attitude, i.e. to the
expression of stance in the discourse. The focuswas on a content analysis in which
functional aspects of the selected stance markers were investigated. Moreprecisely, the
researcher looked at how the selectedstancemarkers produced textual effects and
contributed tomeanirig formation. Theidentification of functions followed thepattern
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suggested by Precht (2000), in the sense that the aim was to explore how stance markers
converged in expressing functions like showing solidarity, expressing attitudes of agreeing,
disagreeing, or strongly signaling an opinion.
The last research question (RQ3) was also approached from a qualitative perspective.
Through an analysis ofone text, randomly selected from the corpus, the researcher attempted
to determine the extent to which adverbial stance markers present in that particular text were
constitutive/reflective ofpower relations in that type ofdiscourse. As mentioned in Chapter
2, the primary method employed was based on the CDA framework. More specifically, the
analysis was centered on three major components: a) the description ofthe linguistic
properties of the text, with an emphasis on adverbial stance marking - textual analysis', b) the
interpretationofthe relationship between the text and the discursive practices embedded in it
-processing analysis', arid c) the explanation of the relationship between adverbial stance
marking and discursive and social practices, i.e. the degree to which instances oflanguage
use reflected certain power relations - critical analysis.
Given that the term 'power' has been assigned so many interpretations in linguistic
studies (cf. Fairclough, 1992 and van Dijk, 2002), the researcher considered it appropriate to
clearly define and articulate the 'power' paradigm underlying RQ3.
In linguistic investigations, the concept ofpower "has been used to refer to a wide
range of often disparate phenomena" (Partington, 2003, p. 126). For example, power is
regarded as a productive force that emerges in interactions rather than a property of
individuals (Foucault, 1977), as manipulation of discourse (vanDijk, 2001), or as a set of
relations among people and institutions thatmayshiftfrom one situation to another (Barrett,
2002). For the purposes of this study, power was viewed "in terms of asymmetries between
26
participants in discourse events" (Fairclough, 1995; p. 1).The asymmetries between
participants in UNSCmeetings were analyzed in terms of the powerrelations emerging in
discourse. More precisely, 'power' was investigated along threemajor points that the
researcher identified and that underlie the power taxonomy specificallydesigned for this
study:
a. power embedded in social status —participants in UNSCmeetingsproject power
differently, based on their status (permanentor temporarymembers);
b. power reflected in social action - withinthe UNSC (like in many politicalbodies),
hierarchies are equally observedand challenged mainly through themanipulation of
the information delivered - discourse is indeed a form of social action;
c. power projected in a linguistic space characterizedby specific linguistic items that
relate to directness/indirectness, manipulation/conformity or persuasion, i.e. to
powerful and powerless elements ofdiscourse.
The selection of the linguistic items correspondingto a powerful or powerless discourse
was based on a wide range ofrelated previous research (cf Fairclough, 2000; Ng & Bradac,
1993, Partington, 2003; Philips & Jorgens, 2002). Thus, relying on these studies, the
researcher devised a set oflinguistic elements (presented in Table 2 below) that were
considered to be contributing to the projection ofpower relations in UNSC discourse and that
were taken into account for the investigation ofRQ3.
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Table 2. List of linguistic items that correspond to powerful/powerless discourses (with
examples taken from the document analyzed for RQ3)
Power + (powerful discourse) Power- (powerless discourse)
Active voice/direct address
e.g. Wewill continue to urge UNMIKto make
whatever progress that can be made...
Passive voice/indirect address
e.g. Apolice investigation into the incident was
launched...
Certainty stance
e.g. Forging a mechanismfor direct dialogue will
undoubtedly depend on progress...
Doubt stance
e.g. Perhaps it was on the basis ofrenewed hopefor
minority protection...
Action verbs
e.g. ...Bulgaria wishes to make afew additional
comments.
Nominalizations
e.g. ...we would like to see progress on
decentralization and on the return process.
Epistemic modality
e.g. UNMIKmust consult local government officials
and gain their confidence.
Deontic modality
e.g. ...the needfor direct dialogue between Pristina
and Belgrade about how they can best cooperate on
practical issues.
We (generic)-marker ofboth authority and
solidarity
e.g. We must therefore ensure that we know...
Hedges
e.g. ... is thankfiilfor the extraordinary results
achieved in a relatively shortperiod oftime.
Illocutionary acts
e.g. Bulgaria once again categorically condemns
the acts ofviolence....
Locutionary acts
e.g. ...theparliamentary declaration said nothing
about the interests and needs ofthe ethnic
Albanians.
Adversarial talk
e.g. ... any attempt to prejudice the resolution of
this issue would be unacceptable.
Conciliatory talk
e.g. Weagain call on allparties to cooperate...
Lexical items (confrontation)
e.g. unacceptable, impossible, etc.
Lexical items (mitigation)
e.g. cooperation, consensus, etc.
As mentioned above, the power taxonomy devised by the researcher included a social
component - social status and social action, and a linguistic component- linguistic
space/items. Figure 2 below offers a visual representation of the power taxonomythat
underlies the investigation ofRQ3.






This taxonomy indicates that in order to address RQ3, the researcher selected
(randomly) one text from the corpus and examined how power relations were reflected in the
corresponding discourse by looking at: a) the social elements ofdiscourse, i.e. the
participants' social status and social actions (which are inherently political) within the
scrutinized discursive framework; and b) the linguistic elements (presented above in Table 2)
that those participants employed in order to project their power in the discourse, with an
emphasis on adverbial stance markers.
Table 3 below presents an overview ofthe procedures carried out for the purposes of
this study.
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Table 3. Research questions and data analysis procedures
Research question
1.With what frequency




found in the genre
analyzed (UNSC meeting
records)?
2. What is the role
(lexical, grammatical and
fiinctional) of the 10%
most frequent adverbial
stance markers found in
the genre?


































2. Selection of the final
stance markers (the 10%
most frequent target
stance markers) to be
functionally analyzed.





2. Textual analysis of the
occurrences for each





1. Random selection of
one text from the corpus.
2. Textual analysis of
selected text.
3. Processing analysis of
the selected text.
4. Critical analysis of the
selected text.
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CHAPTER 4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
4.1. Overview of the chapter
This chapter presents the results of the quantitative and qualitative analyses in four main
sections. The first section focuses on the quantitative findings and presents the frequency of
adverbial target stance markers in the corpus. This section also introduces the final stance
markers (i.e. the 10% most frequent adverbial target stance markers) to be further analyzed
grammatically and functionally^ The second and third sections address the grammatical and
functional analysis, respectively, of the final stance markers. The last section focuses on a
qualitative analysis of one of the texts included in the corpus and attempts to investigate the
extent to which adverbial stance markers contribute to power representations in the
respective discourse.
4.2. Frequency of target stance markers in the corpus
This section presents the frequency ofthe 48 target stance markers, selected based on Precht
(2000), in the corpus. As shown in Table 4, which illustrates the number ofoccurrences in
the corpus for each target stance marker, the frequencyof target stance markers varied across
and within categories. The 10 % (approximately)most frequent target stance markers were
the style adverbial indeed (308 occurrences), the epistemic adverbialsof certaintyofcourse
(201 occurrences) and clearly (151 occurrences), the hedge extremely (144 occurrences), and
the affectiveadverbial unfortunately (123 occurrences). After being determined as the 10%
mostfrequent target stancemarkers in the corpus, these adverbials represented the object of
comparison for most of the quantitative and qualitative analysis. In other words, the
grammatical and functional analysis focused on these 5 final stance markers.
Table 4. Frequency of target stance markers in the corpus
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no. adverbial type of
adverbial
freq. no. adverbial type of
adverbial
freq.
1. indeed style 308 25. absolutely epistemic 40
2. ofcourse epistemic 201 26. mainly affective 35
3. clearly epistemic 151 27. relatively hedge 31
4. extremely hedge 144 28. strictly style 28
5. unfortunately affective 123 29. surely epistemic 23
6. truly epistemic 116 30. possibly epistemic 21
7. perhaps epistemic 105 31. probably epistemic 21
8. certainly epistemic 100 32. hardly hedge 20
9. in fact epistemic 95 33. virtually hedge 17
10. simply style 84 34. somewhat hedge 16
11. according to epistemic 75 35. definitely epistemic 14
12. undoubtedly epistemic 69 36. practically hedge 12
13. seriously style 68 37. apparently epistemic 11
14. briefly style 67 38. fortunately affective 9
15. actually epistemic 66 39. perfectly affective 8
16. ultimately affective 66 40. maybe epistemic 8
17. generally hedge 59 41. basically style 8
18. primarily affective 55 42. ideally affective 8
19. approximately hedge 54 43. normally hedge 7
20. likely epistemic 52 44. literally affective 5
21. si^ificantly affective 52 45. predominantly hedge 2
22. obviously epistemic 52 46. typically hedge 2
23. personally style 47 47. honestly style 1
24. nearly hedge 47 48. presumably epistemic 1
Totalfrequency oftarget stance markers in the corpus - 2604 occurrences
As far as categorial differences were concerned, as Figure 3 indicates, epistemic
targetstancemarkers were the most fi-equent (seeAppendix A for a detailed listingof the
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frequency of target stance markers by category), representing more than 45% of the total
number of adverbial stance marker occurrences in the corpus. The most frequent epistemic
stance markers comprised adverbials expressing certainty, such as ofcourse, clearly, truly,
certainly, undoubtedly. With the exception ofperhaps (105 occurrences), epistemic
adverbials ofdoubt had a relatively low frequency compared to adverbials of certainty, which
indicates that UNSC discourse is generally marked by a high degree of speaker certainty

















Figure 3 Frequency of target stance markers by category
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Style adverbials were the secondmost frequent category (approximately 24%), with
markers such as indeed (308 occurrences), simply, seriously, or brieflyhighlighting the fact
thatUNSCmembers employed these adverbials in order to emphasizethe manner in which
the information was delivered. Hedges represented the thirdmost frequent category (more
than 15%), with adverbials such as extremely, generally, approximately, havinga relatively
highdegree of occurrence. The use of hedges, especially approximators, points to speakers'
tendency towards adding a qualifying tone to their commitnlent to the utterances. Adverbials
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of affect displayed the lowest frequency (13.68%), with markers suchas ideally (8
occurrences),or ideally exhibiting a lowdegree of occurrence, which is indicative
of a discoursemarked by formality and conventionalized practicesthat leave little roomfor
theexpression of the affective component of thediscourse. Themostfrequent affective
stanceadverbial was unfortunately(123 occurrences) which appearedin the discourse not so
much as expressing an emotional state, but as amarker that framed (see the grammatical and
functional analyses below) factual or evaluative information.
As mentioned above, the top 10%adverbials to be grammatically and functionally
investigated were the following: indeed, of course, clearly, extremely, and unfortunately.
These final stancemarkers represented (seeTable 5 below)more than 35% of the total
number of target stance maker occurrences in the corpus.
Table 5. List of final stance markers







Total freq. offinal stance
markers
923 35.60%
The final stance markers displayed the following individual frequencies. Indeed
appeared 308 times in the corpus, which corresponds to more than 10% of the total adverbial
stance marker frequencies in the corpus. Ofcourse, with 201 hits, was an item that
necessitated further insight due to its functional characteristics. In fact, the total number of
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hits for ofcourse was 204, but there were 3 instances where ofcourse postmodified a noun in
a noun phrase (i.e. did not function as adverbial), and therefore did not mark stance, as in
" ...dimension which we should, as a matter ofcourse, cover in Security Council
resolutions... " (2004-l-26_Postconflictbuilding2.txt). These instances were eliminated from
the analysis, which led to the final 201 occurrences for this adverbial stance marker. Clearly
was also a problematic adverbial stance marker. The total number of hits in the corpus for
clearly was 257. The instances where clearly functioned as an adverb denoting stance, that is
where clearly expressed certainty and had the meaning of undoubtedly, indubitably,
unquestionably etc., were considered for the analysis (e.g. "Clearly, there was roomfor
improvement in the draft resolution in that respect... " - 2003-9-16_MiddleEast.txt). On the
other hand, the instances where clearly did not illustrate stance, that is where clearly
functioned as a non-stanced adverbial ofmarmer, synonymous to in a dear manner, in a
clear way etc., were eliminated (e.g. "Theprime minister ofIsrael has stated clearly that
Israel believes in the vision oftwo states... "-2004-5-19_MiddleEast.txt).
However, there were some cases where the meaning of clearly was somewhat
ambiguous in the sense that clearly could equally reflect both stanced and non-stanced
discourse like in the following example: "Those incidents clearly demonstrate that there is a
real risk ofescalating violence... " - 2005-l-28_MiddleEast.txt). Since in these ambiguous
contexts clearly may be used to express stance to a certain degree, they were taken into
consideration for further analysis. The other two final stancemarkers, extremelyand
unfortunately appeared 144 times, and 123 times, respectively.
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4.3. Grammatical analysis of final stance markers: indeed, ofcourse, clearly, extremely,
unfortunately
The grammatical investigation of the final stance markers was based on two methodological
steps. First, the collocational patterns (see Appendix B for the most fi-equent collocates of
each adverbial under scrutiny) for each adverbial were examined in order to identify
recurrent features. Second, each occurrence was manually investigated in order to determine
the grammatical firames that were associated with each final stance marker. The main fi*ames
that were identified (including the number of instances and percentage) are presented below
with illustrative examples.
4.3.1. Grammatical analysis of indeed
The most fi-equent final stance marker, indeed (308 instances), was employed by the UNSC
speakers in several grammatical fi-ames. Table 6 and the subsequent analysis detail the most
fi*equent lexico-grammatical patterns for the stance adverbial indeed.
Table 6. Lexico-grammatical patterns for the final stance marker indeed






































41.9% 17.20% 16.88% 16.57% 2.92% 2.92% 0.64% 0.64% 0.64%
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The most frequent (129 instances) grammatical frame for indeed was the structure
in which indeed appeared in sentence initial position premodifying an entire sentence (1) and
framing the manner in which subsequent information was presented.
(1)Indeed, the international community has already made impressiveprogress infreezing
terrorist assets. (2003-l-20_Terrorism.txt)
Three other patterns ofuse for indeed were recurrent in the corpus: (2) indeed
followed a copular verb premodifying a subject predicative (53 instances); (3) indeed
followed a coordinating or subordinating conjunction (52 instances); (4) indeed followed an
auxiliary verb (including modal auxiliaries and the dummy Mo') and premodified the main
verb (MV) of a verb phrase (VP) - (51 instances). In these grammatical frames, the adverbial
indeed mainly performed an emphatic function, adding focus to the proposition.
(2) The rise ofcivil society is indeed one ofthe landmark events ofour time. (2005-9-
20_CivilSociety.txt)
(3) The United Nations welcomes, and indeed contributes to, those efforts. (2004-7-
27_Stabilization2.txt)
It is the hope ofthe African group that any war against Iraq will be sanctioned by a
resolution ofthe Security Council, ifindeed war becomes inevitable. (2003-3-12_Irak.txt)
(4) I fully agree with those many statements underlining that such a review must indeed be
comprehensive, thorough and objective. (2005-5-27_Kosovo)
...they do indeed have much to report, more than could be easily contained in brieforal
presentations to the Security Council. (2003-ll-17_HIVandpeacekeeping.txt)
Indeed also occurred in other grammatical frames where it highlighted the action,
or the quality of the elements it post- or pre-determined: (5) indeed premodified an entire
verb phrase (VP) - (9 instances); (6) indeed postmodified an adjective or a noun (9
instances); (7) indeed postmodified the lexical verb *be' (2 instances).
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(5) We must therefore see to it that thisnew approach indeedmakes itpossible to effectively
curb the violence... (2003-ll-21_Irak-Kuwait.txt)
(6) Thesituation in Guinea-Bissau is undoubtedly verydifficult indeed, politically,
economically and socially, following the coup d'etat in that country. (2003-9-
29_GuineaBissau.txt)
The signing ceremony I am referring to not onlysignaled the end ofthewar, a verypainful
period indeed in the history ofthe ..(2004-l-26_Postconflictbuilding2.txt)
(7) We are indeed in a situation in whichwe all have to make critical choices. (2003-3-
12_Irak.txt)
The stance marker indeed displayed a low frequencywith respect to the following
lexico-grammatical patterns: (8) indeed followed the relativizer 'which' (2 instances); (9)
indeed followed the complementizer *that' (1 instance).
(8)Absolutepriorities at this timeare participation in the drafting and implementation ofa
plan ofapplication ofthe standardsfor Kosovo, and inparticularparticipation in the direct
dialogue betweenBelgrade andPristina, which indeed is one ofthose standards. (2004-1-
26_Postconflictbuilding2.txt)
(9) Thedevelopments that have takenplace...are convincingall ofus that, indeed. Cote
d'lvoire is now returning to the path ofKorwa/cy...(2003-4-29_IvoryCoast.txt)
As the analyses above show, the most recurrent patterns for the adverbial stance
marker indeed {indeed + sentence; copular *be' + indeed) conjunction + indeed', auxiliary +
indeed) indicate that UNSC representatives employed this adverbial mainly in order to frame
subsequent discourse and to add emphasis to the action displayed by the verb.
4.3.2. Grammatical analysis of ofcourse
The final stance marker ofcourse (201 instances), occurred in various grammatical frames,
which are presented in Table 7 and the subsequent analysis.
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Table 7. Lexico-grammatical patterns for the final stance marker ofcourse
No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Lexico- of conjunction copular auxiliary of noun ing- dem. that
grammatical course + + ofcourse he + of + of course phrase cla!use pr. (rel.
pattern sentence course course + + of + of' that + and
prep. course course of compl.)
k
phrase course + 0/
course
Number of 60 43 34 28 13 10 6 4 3
instances
Percentage
of the total 29.86% 21.39% 16.91% 13.93% 6.47% 4.98% 2.98% 1.99% 1.49%
number of
instances -
Sentence initial position was the most frequent (60 instances) grammatical frame
for the adverbial stance marker ofcourse, which the speakers used in order to frame
subsequent discourse.
(1) Ofcoursef I would be happy ifa decision by the Secretary-General to appoint a special
envoyfor Kosovo were coordinated with Brussels and Washington. (2005-3-4_OSGE.txt)
The stance marker ofcourse displayed a high frequency in the following lexico-
grammatical patterns in which it indicated the speaker's level of certainty about the
utterances: (2) ofcourse followed a coordinating or subordinating conjunction (43
instances); (3) ofcourse followed a copular verb premodifying a subject predicative (34
instances); (4) ofcourse followed an auxiliary verb (including modal auxiliaries and the
dummy 'do') and premodified the main verb (MV) ofa verb phrase (VP) - (28 instances).
(2) That is true ofall the major agencies ofthe UnitedNations and, ofcourse, ofthe
Security Council as it discharges its mandate for peace. (2004-6-
22_Civilsociety+peacebuilding.txt)
...we arefinancing development activities in Haiti and, ofcourse, we support Haiti through
theEuropean Union and WorldBankprogrammes. (2005-l-12_Haiti2.fet)
(3) TheSecurity Council is ofcourse only one actor in the international response to
humanitarian crises... (2005-7-12_SC_roleinhumanitariancrises.txt)
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(4) Fifthly, we must, ofcourse, work relentlessly to eliminate the environment in which
terrorism breeds. (2003-l-20_Terrorism.txt)
In other grammatical frames, the adverbial ofcourse marked the speaker's
comment about the propositional content of the utterances: (5) ofcourse premodified a
prepositional phrase (PP) - (13 instances); (6) ofcourse postmodified a noun phrase (NP) -
(10 instances); (7) ofcourse postmodified an ing-clause (6 instances); (8) ofcourse followed
the demonstrative pronoun 'that* (4 instances); (9) ofcourse followed the relativizer and
complementizer 'that' (3 instances).
(5) In the past decade, NATO nations have expanded the geographic scope ofalliance
operations and activities and have transformed their nature, all withoutforgetting our core
task, ofcourse, ofcollective defense. (2004-ll-ll_Bosnia2.txt)
(6) ThePresidency ofthe European Union will be taking thefloor later in the meeting, and
my delegation ofcourse endorses the statement to be delivered by the representative...
(2004-6-22_Civilsociety+peacebuilding.txt)
(7) We welcome those who have joined us, including ofcourse the co-sponsors, and urge all
states to review how they might best contribute to Iraqi efforts toforge a betterfuture. (2003-
10-16_Irak-Kuwait.txt)
(8) That, ofcourse, will require resolute action to renew the authority ofgovernment
institutions. (2004-8-25_Afghanistan.txt)
(9)...because Greece will shortly make a statement on behalfofthe European Union that, of
course, it will also be making on behalfofthe Spanish delegation. (2003-2-6_Kosovo.txt)
I might also take this opportunity to note that, ofcourse, it is not only UnitedNations
internationalpersonnel that are involved. (2003-1 l-21_Irak-Kuwait.txt)
The examples above indicate that the stance adverbial ofcourse emerged more
frequently in four patterns {ofcourse + sentence; conjunction+ ofcourse', copular verb + of
course; auxiliary + ofcourse), and enabled UNSC speakers to indicate their level of certainty
regarding subsequent discourse and the propositional content of their utterances.
4.3.3. Grammatical analysis of clearly
The final stance marker clearly (151 instances), appeared in several grammatical frames,
which are illustrated in Table 8 and the analysis presented below.
Table 8. Lexico-grammatical patterns for the final stance marker clearly

























37.75% 29.14% 22.52% 7.28% 2.65% 0.66%
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The most frequent grammatical frame (57 instances) for the stance marker clearly
was the structure in which clearly premodified the main verb (MV) of a verb phrase, giving
credibility to the proposition expressed by the speaker and emphasizing the action expressed
by the verb.
(1) The report ofthe mission clearly demonstrates that so much still needs to be done in
Kosovo andMetohija. (2003-2-6_Kosovo.txt)
In other lexico-grammatical patterns, clearly added focus to the validity of the
proposition: (2) clearly appeared in sentence initial position premodifying an entire sentence
(44 instances); (3) clearly followed a copular verb premodifying a subject predicative (34
instances); (4) clearly postmodified an auxihary verb, including a modal auxihary (11
instances); (5) clearly premodified an auxiliary verb, including a modal auxiliary (4
instances); in these instances, as compared to (4), clearly had an extra-emphatic function,
premodifying an entire verb phrase; (6) clearly premodified an adjective (1 instance).
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(2) Clearly, disarmament can help toprevent non-state actors from acquiring W^£)...(2004-
4-22_WMDnonproliferationl .txt)
(3) There is clearly an increased awareness in the UnitedNations system, as well as in the
Council, that these three issue are closely interrelated...1-
17_HIVandpeacekeeping.txt)
(4) TheSecurity Council must clearly reaffirm the unfailing dedication ofthe international
community to the strict implementation ofresolution 1244(1999). (2003-2-6_Kosovo.txt)
(5) This conflict clearly has stripped some actors ofall humanity andfundamental human
values. (2003-7-7_CongoDR.txt)
We need only to refer to what was stated by the head ofUNMOVIC to agree that
disarmament clearly cannot not be instantaneous, nor can inspections go onforever. (2003-
3-12_Irak.txt)
(6)...Mr. Harri Holkeri assumed his responsibilities and clearly difficult tasks against that
background. (2003-9-12_Kosovo.txt)
From these examples, it can be noticedthat the stancemarker clearly occurred
morefrequently in threepatterns(clearly + verb phrase; clearly+ sentence; copular verb +
clearly) and was generally employed byUNSC representatives as a validation device through
which they added credibility to their statements.
4.3.4. Grammatical analysis of extremely
Theadverbial stancemarkerextremely (144instances), mainly due to categorial
characteristics (adjective premodification), appeared in only 4 grammatical frames, which are
listed in Table 9 and illustrated in the subsequent analysis. ,
Table 9. Lexico-grammatical patterns for the final stance marker extremely
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As a hedging device, extremely, reflected the intensity of the proposition uttered by
UNSC members, and appeared in the following grammatical frames: (1) extremely
premodified an adjective that functioned as subject or object predicative (87 instances); (2)
extremelywas part of a pr^ositional phrase (PP) - (36 instances); (3) extremely was part of a
noun phrase (NP), premodifying an adjective (20 instances); (4) extremely premodified an
adverb (1 instance).
(1) Wefeel it extremely important that, from todayforward, horizontal relationships be
established between countries and relevant international and regional organizations. (2003-
1-20_Terrorism.txt)
We were not able to do so in spite ofthefact that the draft resolution, whichwas supported
by theNon-AlignedMovement, was extremely balanced. (2003-9-16_MiddleEast.txt)
(2) The UnitedKingdom, too, is delighted to see the Spanish Prime Minister here among us
in the Security Council, speaking about this extremely important subject. (2003-5-
6_Terrorism.txt)
(3)Mr. President, allow me to thank youfor your leadership ofthe Council during this
rather busymonth ofOctober andfor having convenedthis extremely important meeting.
(2005-10-26_Terrorism.txt)
(4)It is a pleasure to be here, and notjust withmycolleague Judge TheodorMeron,
President ofthe International Criminal Tribunalfor the Former Yugoslavia, withwhom we
have worked extremely closely. (2003-10-8_Bosnia.txt)
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UNSC speakers mainly resorted to the stance adverbial extremelyso as to add
intensity and focus to certain characteristics of their discourse, and by using this hedging
device they also signaled their emotional involvement regarding their utterances.
4.3.5. Grammatical analysis of unfortunately
The final stance marker unfortunately (123 instances) was used by the UNSC speakers in 9
grammatical frames. Table 10 and the subsequent analysis address the most frequent lexico-
grammatical patterns for the stance adverbial unfortunately
Table 10. Lexico-grammatical patterns for the final stance marker unfortunately







































65.85% 8.94% 7.32% 7.32% 4.88% 2.45% 1.62% 0.81% 0.81%
The most frequent (81 instances) grammatical frame for unfortunately was the
structure in which unfortunately appeared in sentence initial position premodifying an entire
sentence (1) and expressing speaker's overall evaluation ofthe propositional content of the
utterance.
(1) Unfortunately, a number ofparticipants in today's meeting have addressed their
criticism primarily to Belgrade. (2005-5-27_Kosovo.txt)
In other lexico-grammatical frames, the adverbial stance marker unfortunately
expressed speaker's assessment ofpast, present and future actions: (2) unfortunately
premodified the main verb (MV) ofa verb phrase (VP) - (11 instances); (3) unfortunately
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followed an auxiliary verb and premodified the main verb (MV) of a verb phrase (VP) - (9
instances); (4) unfortunately followed a copularverb premodifying a subject predicative (9
instances); (5) unfortunately followed a relativizer (6 instances); (6) unfortunately followed a
coordinating conjunction (3 instances).
(2) While certain security measures taken in self-defense and necessitated by terrorist threats
unfortunately cause hardships to sectors ofthe Palestinianpopulation...i^O^A-5'
19_Midleeast.txt) ^
(3) In recent years, there has unfortunately been a sudden surge in peacekeeping operations
and an increase in the complexity oftheir ..(2005-7-
12_SC_roleinhumanitariancrises.txt)
(4) I hope all ofthat will lead to us being able to meet again in December and next June to
have a more positive picture ofthe situation ofcivilians in conflict than the one that I was,
unfortunately, obliged to present today. (2005-6-21_Civiliansinamiedconflicts.txt)
(5) Let mejust say that this is a problem that, unfortunately, is affecting some 60,000 people
right now, ofwhom 95 to 97percent are Kosovo Albanians. (2005-2-24_Kosovo.txt)
Before closing, I must underline that the world community should address the root causes of
terrorism, notjust its symptoms, which, unfortunately, receive more attention and resources.
(2003-7-23_Peaceandsecurity.txt)
(6),..the city is jammed and, unfortunately, also polluted by heavy traffic. (2003-11-
1l_Afghanistan.txt)
Both exist, but, unfortunately, we have not been able to apply them^wZ/y.' (2004-1-
20_Childrenandarmedconflicts2.txt)
Speaker evaluation of the proposition was reflected not only with respect to actions
denoted by verbs as in most cases above, but also regarding the content denoted with the use
ofother parts of speech (prepositions, complementizers, adjectives), like in the following
examples: (7) unfortunately premodified a prepositional phrase (PP) - (2 instances); (8)
unfortunately followed the complementizer that (1 instance); (9) unfortunately premodified
an adjective (1 instance).
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(7) They are the ones that promote the smuggling ofweapons into Gaza, unfortunately
through the Sinai. (2004-5-19_Middleeast.txt)
(8)I thinkwe have to recognize that, unfortunately, there is still a general lack ofreliable
information on HIVrates in conflict andpost-conflict countries. (2003-11-
17_HrVandpeacekeeping.txt)
(9) For Israel, thepastfew years have challengedus to identify ourplace in theglobal
counter-terrorism effort and tofind in which our unfortunately extensive experience in
combating terrorism can be ofbenefit to others. (2004-7-19_Peaceandsecurity.txt)
As the grammatical analyses above have indicated, the final stance markers displayed
several grammatical functions and appeared in different grammatical fi:ames. Each final
stance adverbial occurred in various positions, but there were, however, three types of frames
that were generally common among these adverbials- 1. adverbial + sentence: 2.. copular
verb + adverbial: 3. auxiliarv verb + adverbial. First, with the exception ofextremely, all
other four adverbials - indeed, ofcourse, clearly, unfortunately - exhibited a high degree of
occurrence (see Tables 6-10 above) in sentence initial position, premodifying an entire
sentence. The second most recurrent fi'ame among the final stance markers was
postmodification ofa copular verb, a frame displayedby all final stance markers. The third
most common grammatical frame was postmodification of an auxiliary (including modal
auxiliary) verb, which was found with all target adverbials, except for extremely.
Given the nature and frequency of these target adverbials, the range of grammatical
frames differed from one target adverbial to the other. As Tables 6-10 have shown, three
target adverbials, indeed, ofcourse, and unfortunately appeared in no less than nine different
grammatical frames. The target stance marker clearly occurred in six frames, whereas
extremely displayed the lowest variation with only four frames. In examining the
grammatical frames for each target adverbial, the researcher also looked at the position of
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adverbials in the sentence/clause. One variable that was considered was that of centrality (cf.
Precht2000). Besides taking into accountpositionconsiderations, the centralityof the target
stance adverbials was also determined on the basis ofwhether the adverbial was followed, or
preceded, by a certain morphological or syntactic category. For example,'the final stance
markers occurring in initial position in a sentence,markers postmodifying a copular verb
(thus preceding a subject or object predicative), and markers premodifying a verb phrase
were considered central (see some examples in Table 11 below) due to their pragmatic force.
Adverbials appearing in any other positions were categorized as non-central. The centrality
of adverbs, corroborated with an investigation of associated grammatical fi:ames, was
instrumental in performing the functional analysis addressed in the next section of this paper.
Table 11. Examples of adverb centrahty
centrality example grammatical frame
central
Indeed, we have witnessed the grossest
violations ofhuman rights... (2003-7-
18 CongoDR.txt)
adverb + clause
... a subject that has received considerable
attention in recent days and was, ofcourse^
the subject of commentary .. ..(2003-10-
28 Irak-Kuwait.txt)
copular verb + adverb +
subject predicative
That clearly demonstrates the determination
of the Afghan people to fully engage in the
process of rebuilding the country. (2004-8-
25 Afghanistan.txt)
adverb + main verb
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4.4. Functional analysis of final stance markers
The functional analysis of the final stance markers was embedded within a larger framework
that included theposition, or centrality of target adverbials, the grammatical they
belonged to, and the semantic andpragmatic domains thatwere related to the expression of
stance in the discourse.
As indicated above, a large ntimber of target stance adverbials appeared in initial
position, premodifying an entire sentence. Placing adverbials in initial position not only adds
to the cohesion of the discourse, by smoothing the transition from one utterance to another, it
also abides by the information flow principle (cf. Biber et al. 2002) which stipulates that the
given information in the discourse must come prior to the introduction ofnew information.
For instance, in the example provided below, indeed refers back to previously introduced
information and also frames the subsequent discourse:
L However, that means that international instruments ofarms control, disarmament
and nonproliferation must not, under any circumstances be weakened. Indeed, quite
the reverse should be the case: theymust be strengthened. (2003-l-20_Terrorism.txt)
In an initial (i.e. central - see Table 11) position, stance adverbials usually have scope over
the entire sentence - what Schifirin, D., Tannen, D., & Hamilton, H.E. (2001) call global
scope (i.e. relationships across wider structures ofdiscourse) - and establish a certain frame
for the entire proposition that follows them:
2. Clearly, the redefinition ofthis mandate and the expansion oftheforce have
obviousfinancial implications. (2003-4-29_IvoryCoast.txt).
Moreover, stance adverbials in initial position may introduce a new scenario, set up a new
stage for discussions and, thus, have scope over the subsequent clauses. In the next example,
ofcourse makes the transition from a descriptive discussion, focused on a particular state's
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actions, to more prescriptive, generally applicable rules of state behavior vis-a-vis the issue
debated.
3. Preventing terrorism is a priority challengefor mygovernment, particularly in this
period ofthe consolidation ofpeace and democracy in Angola, Ofcourse, an
effectivedefense against terrorism requires, first andforemost, a strong state that is
politically stable and able tofiilfill its responsibilities as a member ofthe
international community. (2003-l-20_Terrbrisni.txt)
Adverbial centrality enhances the pragmatic force ofutterances and, besides sentence
initial position, the researcher proposed in Table 11 two other experimental frames that might
reflect centrality: adverbial postmodification of a copular verb and adverbial premodification
of a lexical verb. In the first case, it is considered that the interposition of the adverbial
between the copular verb and the subject or object predicative adds an enhanced local scope
(relationships between adjacent structures) to the utterance (cf. Schriffrin et al. 2001). In
other words, in this position, the adverbial has extra qualifying properties, completing the
meaning of the copular verb as well as adding focus to the subject or object predicative it
modifies, like in the following example:
4. We have the duty to continually reaffirm the right to humanitarian access in the
texts we adopt. However, such a necessary standard reminder is clearly not enough.
(2004-12-14_Civiliansandarmedconflicts2.txt)
In the second case, the adverbial premodifying a lexical verb also conveys an
enhanced local scope by highlighting the action represented by the verb and by adding
emphasis and relevance to the utterance.
5. At this stage, the success ofthis process clearly depends basically on the will and
commitment ofthe parties. (2003-12-15_PapuaNewGuinea.txt)
Although a stance marker's orientation towards locality or globdity may sometimes
be difficult to establish due to the pragmatics ofadjacency relations, an investigation of the
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global/local scope of adverbials is instrumental in analyzing the degree to which the target
stance markers add meaning to the discourse or reflect meaning that is already accessible.
Besides referential meaning, i.e. what an adverbial denotes, the pragmatic meaning, i.e. what
the adverbial connotes (the speaker's comments on the message) illustrates the extent to
which a certain discourse is stanced or not. In the example below, the target stance marker
extremely fimctions not only as an amplifier/intensifier modifying a gradable adjective, but
also represents a hedging device employed by the speaker with a view to making a personal
qualifying commitment to the utterance (Hyland, 1998). Therefore, the utterance invariably
communicates two messages: a basic message underlying referential meaning
(adverbial=amplifier/intensifier), and a meta-message encoded in a pragmatic meaning
(adverbial=hedging device expressing speaker's attitude towards the prepositional content of
the utterance).
6. This action was obviously madepossible, above all, by the extremely courageous
decision ofthe French authorities. (2003-7-18_CongoDR.txt)
Overall, the final stance adverbials investigated underlie stanced semantic domains
characterized by the overt expression of the speaker's attitudes and feeliiig towards the
utterance (Biber et al. 2002):
a. The affective stance marker unfortunately conveys the speaker's evaluation or comment of
the proposition, like in the example below in which the speaker's evaluative remark is
anticipated by a string ofnouns (most ofwhich are abstract), which create a negative
semantic domain that somehow requires an evaluative remark from the part ofa speaker
committed to the propositional content of the utterance.
7. Violence, crime, intolerance, arms, drugs and trafficking in humanbeingsare,
unfortunately, abundant in theprovince. (2003-2-6_Kosovo.txt)
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b. The use of the hedging adverbial extremely indicates the speaker's assessment of the
extent of a certain characteristic. In the corpus for this study, the hedging device extremely
collocates with gradable adjectives, such as important, usejul, valuable, helpful, difficult or
grave, which make up semantic domains that are appropriate for evaluative remarks.
8. The role ofthe international community, the Quartet in particular, remains
extremely important in that it has to be actively involvedand engaged in supporting
theparties in their efforts to realize and implement their respective commitments.
(2005-7-21_Middle_East.txt)
c. The epistemic stance markers ofcourse and clearly are used to express the speaker's level
of certainty about the proposition and occur in semantic domains that reflect irrefutable
statements (sometimes even truisms) like the one below.
9. Ofcourse, there are no textbook cases and every situation has its own specificities.
(2005-9-20_CivilSociety.txt)
d. The style adverbial indeed is employed by speakers to emphasize the manner of conveying
the message and signal speakers' awareness of the effect their utterances may have on the
listener.
10. The holding ofelections later this year constitutes, indeed, the mostpressing and
visible challengefor Haitians and the international community in the short term, (2005-5-
13_Haiti.txt)
All in all, the various functions displayed by the final stance markers show that
adverbial stance markers are indices ofboth textual and metatextual organization ofdifferent
types ofdiscourses that appear in different contexts. The multifunctionality of target stance
adverbials is thus indicative ofdiscourses constructed both linguistically and socially.
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4.5. Adverbial stance marking and power representations in UNSC discourse - a case
study
As explained in Chapter 3, the investigation of the relationbetween adverbial stancemarking
and the power representation in UNSC discourse followed a three-tier process: a. a
description of the linguistic properties of the text,with an emphasison the linguistic items
(presented in Table 2) that corresponded to powerful/powerlessdiscourses - textual analysis'^
b. an analysis of the relationship between the text and the underlying discursive practices-
processing analysis', c. an insight into the social elements ofdiscourse and anexplSiation of
the relationship between stance marking and discursive and social practices - critical
analysis.
The processing analysis (4.5.1.) enabled the researcher to identify general paradigms
regarding UNSC discursive practices and power projections, whereas the textual and critical
analyses (4.5.2.) were instrumental in demonstrating the extent to which adverbial stance
markers contributed to specific power representations in one instance ofUNSC discourse.
4.5.1. UNSC discursive practices - general considerations
The UNSC provides an appropriate context for exploring notions of power representations in
institutional discourse. Within the UNSC, discussions are subject to formal and informal, or
customary, rules ofprocedure which have greatly evolved over the 60 years ofUN's
existence. Some of the formal rules of interaction regard time allotment (each speaker is
granted a certain timeframe for delivering the speech), conventionalized forms ofaddress
(UNSC members address interlocutors indirectly; the third person is preferred due to
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conventional procedures), or turn-taking (the order of speaking is fixed ^d pre-established).
Informal rules of address mainly fall within the intrinsic element of formality and are
substantiated in the general avoidance of face-threatening acts by most participants who are
expected, given the deep-rooted institutional discursivepractices, to employ face-enhancing
acts and to generally adopt a concihatory 'voice'.
UNSC proceedings are usually opened and closed by the president of the Council (the
Council is composed of 15 member countries - 5 permanent with veto-power and 10
temporary, and has a rotating presidency with one country holding the presidency for one
month) who formally announces the topic of the agenda, allocates time, manages turn-taking,
and oversees the length of speeches. The president of the Council is the authority who
announces guest speakers and who can impose restrictions on the length, but not the content,
ofmembers* interventions. Depending on the nature of the debate, the speeches within the
meetings come from the Council representatives of the countries directly or indirectly
affected by the issue on the agenda, fi'om the representatives of the 5 permanent members
(United States, Britain, France, Russia and China), and, seldom, fi^om guest speakers outside
the Security Council fi'amework. In most cases, the end result of the discussions is a press
statement or, in some instances, a resolution through which Security Coimcil members make
recommendations for future policies. The order and scope of interactants' interventions is
predictable: during the meetings, participants do not interact directly with each other like in a
conversational exchange, but simply deliver their speech on the issue discussed; the president
or other members hardly ever intervene or interrupt the delivery of the information; the
conventional features ofinstitutional discourse are generally observed. Therefore, at the
interactional level, there is a low degree of spontaneitywhich is replaced by a high level of
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conformity - interlocutors are expectedto abideby the customaryrules. However, members'
interventions sometimes reveal a tension between complyingwith the position within the
institution (social status) and the imperative of issue-orientedpower projections {social
action).
Two tendencies are recurrent during these meetings: a) the observance of *
conventional characteristics of institutional discourse, and b) the struggle for power
(challenging positions ofpower).The debatesreflectboth a spirit of cooperativeness (mutual
consultations, systematicdeliberations, joint decision-making) and one of adversality
(opposing views, antagonistic standpoints, arguments againstor in favor ofavailable
alternatives, and exercises by the 5 permanent members of their veto-power).
Due to procedural and customarydiscursive andnon-discursive elements, as well as
to the historical positions adopted by countrieswithin UNSC (vis-a-vis various issues) and
the knowledge schemata that politicians use, certain common knowledge properties
regarding UNSC discourse emerge. Overall, cooperation ensues when there is a convergence
of expectations and positions due to commonly shared beliefs and goals, and to common
interests and concerns. Consensus is likely to occur regarding matters of general interest that
transcend national priorities, such as the protection ofcivilians in armed conflicts, terrorism,
genocide and other humanitarian issues, conflict prevention and management, or the status of
refugees. Adversality emerges predominantly with more specific items under consideration
when some members' positions are to a great extent prescriptive (i.e. some actors exhibit
consistent behavior vis-a-vis certain issues), which reduces the likelihood ofreaching
corrmion ground. For example, during discussions regarding the status of the autonomous
Serbian province ofKosovo, the positions of the parties directly involved, Serbia and
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Montenegro, Albania, are pre-determined: Serbia andMontenegro systematically rejects any
proposal thatwouldalter the status-quo and thatwould violatethe statesovereignty principle,
whereas Albania specifically welcomes calls for Kosovo*s independence. Relatedly, the
stanceconsistentlyadopted by Russia (a permanent UNSCmember)with regards to Kosovo
is explicitlyor implicitly prescriptivein the sensethat, due to strategic considerations
concerning regional influence, and legal considerations regardingprecedent setting, Russiais
also adamantly opposed to the creation ofan independent and sovereign state in Kosovo.
Thus, while most issues ofUNSC discourse are conducive to cordial agreements and
conciliatory dialogue, others underlie an overt, or covert, confrontational style ofdebate
characterized by competing discursive processes, power-based interactions, pre-determined
participant roles, meaning constructions, deconstructions or reconstructions.
Although the United Nations represents an organization distinguished by bottom- up
governance,whereby the emphasis is placed on networking, dialogue, cooperation, and
multilateral deliberations, it still displays, as a political institutional construct, an inherent
hierarchical role distribution which means that power projections follow a Foucauldian
paradigm - power is not a monolithic, one-way process, but is exercised and employed
through a myriad of network-like discursive practices (practices by which meanings are
produced in a certain context). According to Foucault (1977), analyzing institutions in terms
ofpower entails looking at how discursive practices contribute to reproducing, sustaining,
challenging, or restructuring power relations. In UNSC discourse, competing discursive
processes convey conciliatory or adversarial attitudes through which interactants project their
power. Participants are engaged in a perpetual process ofpositioning themselves along a
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hierarchical scale, negotiating representations, and legitimizing or delegitimizing institutional
processes.
Consistently employing a wide range ofdiscursive practices is itself a power
resource. The interlocutors often abide by somepre-established, non-negotiable institutional
discourse features, but what they negotiate, however, is the content of their explicit and
impHcitdiscursive representations and evaluations (Ilie, 2001). UNSC discussants may have
a central or peripheral participative role in the discussion depending on the content and form
oftheir messages, but their power manifestation is contingent upon three main variables -
social status, social action, context - and is substantiated through several linguistic devices
that create powerful or powerless discursive frameworks.
4.5.2. Power and adverbial stance marking in UNSC discourse - the case of the Kosovo
debate
In this paper, the document randomly selected from the corpus for further analysis -
2003-9-12_Kosovo.txt (see Appendix C) of stancemarking and power representations in
UNSC discourse illustrates, among other things, the extent of the interplay between powerful
and powerless discursive frameworks. This docimient (named theKosovo debate for the
purposes of this research) represents the official record of the UNSC security meeting held
on September, 12,2003. Before investigating more closely how language use in the selected
text produces the effects of authority, consensus, or legitimacy, indexing the discourse, i.e.
looking at the relationship among interlocutors, the place and time of utterances, and the
interactants' roles and identities, seems to be a necessary first step.
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The UNSC meeting analyzed took place on September, 12, 2003 at the UN
headquarters in New York. The item on the agenda was the problematic situation in the
restive Serbian province ofKosovo; more precisely, the discussions were focused on the
efficiency ofthe ^standards before status' policy framework, according to which a final
resolution ofKosovo's status (independent or autonomous region) is contingent upon the
implementation of certain political, economic, and social standards of self-government. The
item on the agenda was discussed by all UNSC members. In addition to the statements made
by the 15 Council members (in the order of statements, the representatives ofPakistan,
Russia, Bulgaria, USA, France, Mexico, Guinea, Chile, Spain, Angola, Germany, Cameroon,
Syria, China, and Great Britain), and in accordance with the Council's rules ofprocedure, 4
guest speakers were invited to deliver their speeches on the issue, namely the representatives
of Serbia and Montenegro, Italy, Albania, plus the Assistant Secretary-General for
Peacekeeping Operations. The statements varied in length and scope, and refiected the
multiple manifestations ofparticipants' cognitive and inter-communicative acts. By means of
analyzing the debate textually and critically, the researcher was able to identify recurrent
linguistic elements (the powerless/powerfiil linguistic items presented in Table 2 and
adverbial stance markers) and discursive patterns that pointed to the projection of certain
power relations.
Within the Kosovo debate selected for analysis, interventions often revealed a latent
tension between institutional and interpersonal metadiscourse, like in example (1) in which
the first guest speaker, the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, assesses
the severity of the situation in the province and inserts indirectly - the majority (but not all) of
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localpoliticians .. .havemade statements condemning the incidents - his personal stance on
the state of affairs in Kosovo.
(1)Property usedby thepolice and thejudiciary, including an UNMIKpolice station,
UNMIK vehicles and the Pristina district court, were damaged in explosions and other
attacks. No one has claimedresponsibilityfor anyof these attacks. Themajorityof local
politicians and representatives oftheProvisional Institutions havemadestatements
condemning the incidents.
In some instances, personal statements reinforce, or challengeinstitutional messages.
Forinstance, the representative of Russia adopts a powerful discursive framework by openly
and adamantly criticizing the lack ofprogress in the region:
(2) Implementation is lacking with regard to key requirements ofSecurity Council
Resolution 1244 (1999), particularly with respect to thesituation inKosovo. Thereis
neither reliable nor equitablesafetyfor all in theprovince. There is an absence of
fundamentalfreedoms and rights and inter-ethnic tolerance.
The powerful, overt expressionof criticism is emphasized by the use ofexistential
there andby the negative discursiveframework created through the adverbsneither...nor ^d
the abstract noun with negative connotations the absence. Moreover, the adverbial stance
markerparticularly mediates the powerful rhetoric andmarks the transition firom a general to
amore specificmessage. Another adverbial stancemarker, regrettably^ is employed with a
view to adding emphasis to the powerful critical, and rather non-nuanced, references:
(3) Regrettably, over the last monthKosovo has once again been engulfed by a crime
wave that has clear ethnic underpinnings.
To some extent, the speech ofthe Russian representative underlies a somewhat
adversarial style which is linguistically substantiated in the frequent use of adjectival and
predicative stance markers {themost blatant ofthose acts, only weak efforts are under way,
we are certain) and epistemic modality (4).
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(4) Ofkey importance are the implementation oftheprinciple ofstandards before
status, which seeks to ensure the essential basic democratic conditions in Kosovo and the
establishment ofappropriate mechanisms to that end. The implementation ofthese
obligations must be under continuous international oversight.
Most of the assertions made by the Russian member are evaluative rather than merely
factual which renders his discourse more powerful. Furthermore, the emphasis is placed on
performative and not just on referential fiinctions of communication - power is also mirrored
in the pragmatic force of the illocutionary speech acts that appear frequently in the discourse
(5) and in the recurrent expressions underlying epistemic certainty which are, in their tum,
evidentialized by adverbial stance markers (6).
(5) We urge UNMIK to assume a more active and consistentposition in countering
manifestations ofinter-ethnic intolerance and crime, to stem the growth ofradical
movements in the province and to consolidate legality there, (indirect illocutionary speech
act)
(6) With regard to Kosovo, there is no doubt that this has to do with yet another
manifestation ofterrorism that, given the realities in Kosovo, is particularly dangerous, as it
increases tensions in an already complex inter-ethnic relationship. Such incidents could
provoke a chain reaction with extremely negative consequencesfor a settlement in the
province.
Power projections in the discourse delivered by the Russian representative point to a
deep-rooted commitment to the preservation of the status-quo (the implementation of
standards before status) in Kosovo. The speech is not aimed at negotiating representations
and is not reduced to factual information. On the contrary, the evaluative assertions
legitimize future political decisions and actions. Therefore, power, in this case, emerges
interdependently from social status (Russia as a permanent UNSC member has the power to
veto any proposal on Kosovo that is not commensurate with its interests), social action
(status power is projected during interactions), and a discourse of contestation which is
reinforced by epistemic and attitudinal stance marking. In other words, in the UNSC
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institutional sphere, power perceptions are notonly cognitively based, but also linguistically
based.
Languageis a powerful resource for achieving political goals and the dominant
discursive paradigm in UNSC talk is, mainly, one ofcooperative interactions. Events are
discursively constructed, whichmeans that there is a shift from an objective recount ofwhat
really happened to amore subjective report of the event (e.g. Mexico has viewed aspositive
measures the recent suspension ofseven membersfrom theKosovo ProtectionCorps and the
disciplinary action against eight otherson suspicions of links to organizedcrime and
extremist groups.)
A primaryconcern for consensus and cooperative interactions is indicative of a less
powerful discourse, and it is under this paradigm that the statementdeliveredby the Pakistani
representative during the Kosovo debate falls. In this case, the discourse is mainly
characterizedby deontic modality, which is concemed with future action and policy rather
than the expressionofevaluative remarks, and is strengthened by adverbial stancemarking
(7), and the use ofmitigating devices (for example mental verbs in example 8) that tone
downthe pragmatic force of the utterances and that are accompanied by adjectival stance
markers.
(7)In the long run, allpolitical achievements inKosovo can easily be undermined by
inadequate economic recovery,
(8) We hope that, in due course, those and other measures will create the necessary
environment to begin progress on the difficult, yet important, issue ofstatus.
A powerful social status does not necessarily translate into a powerfiil discourse; that
is, not all UNSC veto-power members adopt a powerful language when delivering their
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statements. Relatedly, a powerless social statusdoesnot invariablyresult into a powerless
discourse; that is, some temporary members do engage in amore adversarial talk. As far the
Kosovo debate was concerned, the discourse of three permanent members (France, Great
Britain, China)was generally characterized by conciliatory remarks. Several linguistic
deviceswere employed with a view to softening down the force of some utterances:
abstract/process nouns (9) and nominalizations (10), which distancethe speaker from the
utterance; mental verbs (11); and indirect reference (12).
(9) We believe that direct dialogue should help to specifically improve daily lives inKosovo
for all its inhabitants. (France)
(10) Thefirm commitment ofthe self-governingprovisional authorities ofKosovo is crucial
to thwart thepower ofthat type ofcrime. (France)
(11) Chinabelieves that thefundamental resolution ofthe question ofKosovo will require
consultation and dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina. (China)
(12) Unilateral attempts (the agents are not specifically mentioned) topreempt thestatus
issue are not helpful. (Great Britain) '
The position adopted by the UnitedStates(permanent UNSCmember) representative
deserves further analysis due to the interplay of several linguistic devices that express
directness and epistemic certainty. In most of the speakers' interventions, besides action
verbs and transitivity, directness was also reflected in the use of the personal pronoun of
solidarity and authority we. However, the statements delivered by the United States'
representative on Kosovo before the UNSC exhibited a strong speaker presence which,
besides we, was evident in the way in which the first person pronoun / was frequently
employed (13 and 14). I generally indicates not only personal commitment to the utterance,
but also authority (cf. Partington, 2003) which was sometimes highlighted by the emphatic
auxiliary verb do {\4).
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(IS) I would also like to note that unilateral comments or declarations by neighboring
governments orparties inside Kosovo about Kosovo's future are premature and unhelpful.
(14) I will be brief ..but I do want to make a couple ofpoints.
The powerful discursive projections are further accentuated by epistemic modality
(15), affective and epistemic adverbial stance marking (15,16 and 17), and by performative
speech acts (16), which create a state of affairs by the fact ofbeing uttered under appropriate
circumstances, and which, therefore, exhibit strong pragmatic force.
(15) These talks should be heldprimarily at the level oftechnical experts and deal with
practical issues ofmutual concern, such as energy and transportation.
(16) First, obviously, we deplore and condemn the violence and attacks that have taken
place in the last couple ofmonths.
(17) That certainly is the intent ofmy Government.
Strong and powerful speaker presence was also evident with some temporary UNSC
members (the representative ofBulgaria, for instance) who relied on categorical assertions,
epistemic modality and affective stance markers of importance (18) to project their power.
Other interlocutors (the representative ofGermany) resorted to specific^and overt criticism
(19) and epistemic adverbials (20) as means of asserting their power during the social process
of institutional interaction.
(18)...the internationalpresence in Kosovo, especially that ofthe United Nations, must
categorically demonstrate to all local actors, regardless oftheir ethnic origin, that such
behavior and the inspiration ofviolence are unacceptable and will not be tolerated by the
international community.
(19) The leaders in the region...have sofarfailed to take many ofthe difficult steps
necessary to realize their ambitions...
(20) Clearly, both sides havefailed to meet their obligations.
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As the analysis above suggests, the UNSCpublicpolitical discourse is a majorsite
for the construction, discussion and transmission of important political ideas. Shared and
conflicting ideas are negotiated and constructed by UNSC members within a discursive
framework characterized by multiple manifestations of power. As the following examples
indicate, UNSCmeanings arid power projections arenot entirelyfixed but undergo perpetual
redefinition and/or contestationwith each speaker. Moreover, the constructionofmeanings is
intertextual, in the sense that the meaning ofthe texts emerges from the text's metareferential
characteristics; in other words, texts are connected to numberless other texts to which they
implicitly and explicitly relate. By making repeated references to multiple sources (21,22
and 23), the statement of the Serbian UNSC representative with respect to Kosovo constructs
a powerful semantic domain dominated byfactual referentiality.
(21) In July, the Kosovo Force (KFOR) reported an increased number ofincidents, stating
that the Serbianpopulation was the primary target ofintimidation.
(22) ...neither the perpetrators ofthe Gorazdevac atrocity of13 August, the killers ofthe
Serbfisherman Dragan Tonic, who was killed on 11August in Skulanovo, nor the Cernica
bombers, have been apprehended.
(23) ...those responsiblefor the 3 August murder ofUNMIKpolice officer Satish Menon
have not beenfound.
In this instance, power in discourse does not necessarily stem from overt adversarial
talk or frequent epistemic content, but from the inherent force of factual information that
originates with several reliable sources - KFOR (21), the Serbian government (22), and the
UN (23) and that serves as a powerful catalyst for making recommendations which display
considerable epistemic load (24).
(24)...the international community must be resolute in its stand that it will not be intimated
fromfulfilling the mandate ofSecurity Council resolution 1244 (1999).
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In the speech dehvered by the UNSCSerbian representative, the intertextual
reference and factuality is oftenmediatedby adverbial stancemarkers of affect andhedges
(25 and 26, respectively) which contribute to enhancing the 'power' offacts, and which
reflect the relative power position ofthe interlocutor.
(25) Regrettably, we witnessed even worse crimes in August...
(26) ...decisiveness with regard to improvingthe situation will boost the thusfar highly
unsatisfactorypace ofreturn ofrefugees and internally displacedpersons.
Discussions on the future status (autonomy or independence) ofKosovo, which is an
autonomous province ofSerbia that has a majority ofAlbanianMuslim population (roughly
90%of the total population in the province), elicited varied responses and powerprojections
depending on the role and power ofparticipants. Another party genuinely,interested and
involved in the statutory outcome for Kosovo is Albania, which, mainly due to ethnic and
political considerations, supports Kosovo's independence. The speech of the Albanian
ambassador to the UN delivered before the UNSC followed the statement made by the
Serbian ambassador and functioned as a balancing discursive act to the former. In other
words, the *power* ofpresenting negative facts which necessitates changed policies and a
more aggressive involvement in solving the crisis is counterweighted by the *power' of
highlighting successes of current actions (27) and expressing satisfaction with the status-quo
(28) that is, for Albania, conducive to a favorable resolution of the conflict.
(27) While evaluating the current situation in Kosovo, as a result ofconsiderable
transformations due to the commendable work ofthe United Nations and the United Nations
Interim Administration in Kosovo, we are confident in saying that substantialprogress has
been achieved.
(28) There is an improved inter-ethnic environment as well, as has been demonstrated, for
instance, by the appeal ofthe Kosovar leaders to all displacedpersons to return to Kosovo
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and toparticipate in the democraticprocesses and in theresponsibility to rebuild together a
new, multi-ethnic, free and democratic society.
In the case of the Albanian ambassador to the UN, strong speaker presence is evident
not only in statements that indirectly refute previously utteredthou^ts, but also in stanced
utterances that code key elements - solidarity(29) consensus (30), disagreement (31) - of the
power relationships between interlocutors.
(29) This conclusion has been realistically highlighted by the members ofthe Security
Council and reflected in the reports ofthe Secretary-General as well.
(30)Mygovernment strongly believes that this mission will be carried out successfullyand
contribute to thefurther developmentofKosovo and the implementation ofthe necessary
standards before status.
(31) The latest incidents in Kosovo are tragic and intolerable. Theyshould be explicitly
condemned...However, these incidents cannot be condemned either by denying the
substantialprogress in Kosovo or by using itfor political, electoral and nationalist interests.
Therefore, the expression of stance in UNSC discourse does provide insight into
power relations, but, at the same time, the interpretation of stance needs to take context into
account. Depending on the degree of the speakers' involvement in the issues discussed, the
expression of stance often appears in the foreground, as some of the examples above have
shown. UNSC representatives adopt multifarious political strategies and tactics that are
reflected in their statements which highlight commitment to either substantive political
change or the preservation ofthe status-quo, i.e. either to an adversarial or conciliatory talk.
Interlocutors employ disparate argumentation and representational strategies and engage in
various factual and evaluative assertions. Thus, power projections emerge as a result of the
interplay of two major elements: the social (status and action) and the linguistic (specific
linguistic items employed by interlocutors). The social and the linguistic spheres are
inextricably linked, in the sense that language use reinforces or challenges structures of
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power, which are political at the core. As the analysis above indicated, linguistic devices,
such as epistemic or deontic modality, adverbial stance marking, action verbs to name but a
few, contributed to the construction of a powerful or powerless linguistic space that specifies
and facilitates power projections in discourse, and that looks at language as the "initiator and
interpreter ofpower relations" (Lakoff, 1990,13).
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CHAPTER 5. CONCLUSION
The purposeof this study was to identify the frequency and fiinction of adverbial stance
markers in United Nations Security Coimcil discourse and to explore the extent to which
adverbial stance markers contributed to power representations in the United Nations Security
Council discursive practices. At a more general level, this thesis contributed to the present
understandingof the relation between language and politics and to the.scholarly discussions
on the role played by certain linguistic elements in the social and discursiveexpression of
powerprojections. This concludingchapterrevisits the researchquestions that guided this
study, provides a brief summary of the findings presented in Chapter 4, discusses some
limitations of the study, and offers suggestions for future research.
5.1. Research questions and overview of the results
In light of the results and discussion presented in Chapter 4, the research questions are
reviewed and the results are summarized below.
5.1.1. Research Question 1
1. With whatfrequency are the most recurrent adverbial stance markers identified by
Precht (2000) across registersfound in the genre analyzed (UNSCmeeting records)?
The most recurrent adverbial stance markers identified by Precht (2000) across registers
displayed a relatively high frequency (compared to frequencies identified by Precht) in the
UNSC discourse. In the UNSC meeting records corpus ofmore than 1,000,000 words, the
target stance markers appeared 2604 times. Epistemic target stance markers were the most
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frequent category, which indicates that UNSC discourse is characterized by a high degree of
speaker certainty about the propositional content ofutterances. Style adverbials were the
second most frequent category, which shows that UNSC representatives often used these
adverbials in order to stress the manner in which the information was delivered. Hedges
accounted for the third most frequent category and were employed by discussants in order to
add a qualifying tone to their commitment to the utterances. Affective stance adverbials
represented the least frequent category, which is indicative of the fact that, due to
institutional, conventionalized discursive practices, UNSC interlocutors often refrained from
overtly emphasizing the affective component of their discourse.
5.1.2. Research Question 2
2. What is the role (grammatical andfunctional) ofthe 10%mostfrequent adverbial
stance markersfound in the genre?
The 10 % (approximately) most frequent target stance markers identified in the corpus were
the style adverbial indeed (308 occurrences), the epistemic adverbials of certainty ofcourse
(201 occurrences) and clearly (151 occurrences), the hedge extremely (144 occurrences), and
the affective adverbial unfortunately (123 occurrences). After being determined as the 10 %
most frequent target stance markers in the corpus, these adverbials represented the object of
comparison for most of the quantitative and qualitative analysis underlying the second
research question.
The 10 % most frequent adverbial stance markers foimd in the genre (i.e. the final
stance markers indeed, ofcourse, clearly, extremely, and unfortunately) appeared in various
grammatical frames and displayed several functions. Three types ofgrammatical frames were
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generally common among these adverbials: a. adverbial + sentence; b. copular verb +
adverbial, and c. auxiliary verb + adverbial, and general functional characteristics were
recurrent. Final stance markers in sentence initial position (adverbial + sentence) added
cohesion to the discourse and framed subsequent propositions/clauses. Adverbials
postmodifying a copular verb copular verb + adverbial) brought emphasis and relevance to
the utterances, whereas stance markers postmodifying an auxiliary verb (auxiliary verb +
adverbial) highlighted the action represented by the main verb. According to semantic and
pragmatic characteristics, the final stance markers displayed the following functions: the
epistemic stance markers ofcourse and clearly expressed the speaker's level of certainty
about the proposition and occurred frequently in semantic domains that reflected irrefutable
statements; the style adverbial indeed signaled speakers' awareness of the effect their
utterances might have on the listeners; interlocutors used the hedge extremely in order to
stress and assess the extent of a certain characteristic mentioned in the discourse; the
affective stance marker unfortunately conveyed the speakers' evaluation or comment of the
proposition.
5.1.3. Research Question 3
3. To what extent do adverbial stance markers reflect/contribute to representations of
power relations in the type ofdiscourse investigated?
From the analysis provided in Chapter 4, it may be speculated that adverbial stance markers
do contribute, to some degree, to power representations and negotiations in United Nations
Security Council discourse. The Results and Discussion Chapter has shown that UNSC
representatives project their power both socially (through political participation) and
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linguistically (through theuse of specific linguistic items). Among the linguistic items (such
as nominalizations, action verbs, epistemicmodality, intensifiers etc.) that played a role in
the expression of powerful or powerless discourses, adverbial stancemarkers emerged as
useful discursive tools in the construction of certain power repertoires. On the one hand,
stance adverbials were employed by interlocutors in order to enhance powerful rhetoric, to
add emphasisto powerful, critical references, to reinforce discourses of contestation, or to
highlight the inherent force of factual information that originated in reliable sources. On the
other hand, adverbial stance markers were also used by UNSC speakers in order to tone
downpowerful rhetoric; these devices represented usefuldiscursivetools that, sometimes,
interlocutors appealed to in order to project conciliatory talk that fitted more with the
dominant institutional paradigm characterized by deference and formality.
5.2. Limitations
The present study examined the relationship betweenlanguageand politics in a certaintype
of institutional discourse - UNSC discourse. While the findings provided useful data for the
analysis of this specific type of political discourse, theyhave a narrow scope in the sensethat
they are not generalizable over the entire landscapeofpolitical discourse. Moreover, since
the UN itself is a political institution with several bodies that display competing discourses,
no claim for generalizability over the entire UN discourse can be made. The results and the
analyses included in this paper apply solely to the limited spectrum ofUNSC discourse.
The investigation of the firequency and function ofadverbial stance markers in UNSC
discourse revealed that many properties that distinguish discursive practices were in fact
contextual. Contextual features were also pivotal in the definition of the dominant discursive
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practices andpowerprojections thatwereaddressed in hght of the thirdresearch question. In
otherwords,many of the functions displayed by adverbial stancemarkers as well as their
role in the discursive expression ofpower are context-bound and, therefore, generalizable
only in the scope of the corresponding contexts.
UNSC discourse, like most type ofdiscourses, is ongoingly constituted and
reconstituted along paradigmatic lines.The dominant discursiveparadigmunderlying UNSC
remains formal and deferential, with few critical inserts. However, the neutral discursive
formalism is sometimes replacedby adversarial talk since interactions betweenparticipants
takeplacewithin certain power frameworks. While analyzing how power frameworks are
reflected or constituted in language use, the researcher focused on two main variables: one
social and one linguistic (as shown in Chapter 4). Nevertheless, due to the scope ofthis
research, two other important variables were purposefully set aside: the cultural aspect of
discourse and the gender of the participants. First, the culture ofparticipants may play a
significant role in the shaping of discourse (cf. Scollon& Scollon, 2001), even within
intemational institutions with deep-rooted conventionalizedpractices such as the United
Nations. To some extent, discursive practices are culturally-laden and this aspect may be
conducive to certain interactive experiences and power projections. Second, as Shaw (2000)
pointed out, the gender ofparticipants may affect their construction as more or less powerful
participants in the debate.
5.3. Suggestions for further research
Future research based on the structure of this paper may take several forms. First, further
studies could look at the larger spectrum ofUN discourse by investigating comparatively
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other discoxirses within the UN and by expanding the focus of the research so as to coverthe
above-mentioned cultural and gender variables. In addition, the expression of stance in UN
political discourse might include a more in-depth analysis of stance markers belonging to
several lexical categories (e.g. adjectives, nouns, verbs).
Second, further inquirymay address the larger framework of political discourse in a
comparative study of stancemarking in the discourses of various political institutions, such
as the United States Congress, the British Parliament,or the European Union Parliament.
This type ofresearch would involve both cross-institutional and cross-cultural perspectives.
Third, it is hoped that the findings of this studyopennew avenues for inquiry into the
discursive practicesunderlying institutional andpersonal talk. For instance, it couldbe very
useful to conduct a deeper analysis to understand the extent to which speakersexpress their
feelings and attitudes and adjust their discourses to their interlocutors, the situation, as well
as to their own end-goals as personal selves, as well as institutional actors.
Fourth, it might be beneficial to take into consideration the cognitive aspects involved
in the expression of stance and the projection ofpower as well. Power representations and
perceptions are also cognitively-based, and an inquiryinto both themental and discursive
processes that construct and reconstruct political practices and structures would provide a
fuller specification of institutional political language and behavior.
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APPENDIX A. FREQUENCIES OF TARGET STANCE MARKERS BY CATEGORY
1. Affective stance markers












2. Epistemic stance markers



















b. The frequency of the other epistemic target stancemarkers, expressing source of
information and actualityj was the following: source ofinformation: according to: 75 hits;
actuality: actually: 66 hits; infact: 95 hits.
3. Hedges































2-left 1-left 1-right 2-right
14 it 42 and 39 the 25 the
12 that 40 is 23 a 14 is
10 the 11 has 18 it 12 a
9 and 9 are 14 we 9 to
8 I 7 will 10 in 7 and
7 of 6 I 9 as 6 was
6 council 5 terrorism 8 there 6 of
5 security 4 have 7 an 6 are
5 there 4 was 6 be 5 I
5 very 4 did 5 for 5 has
2. of course
Collocate frequency:
2-Ieft 1-Ieft 1-right 2-right
14 the 27 and 26 the 24 the
9 we 20 is 20 we 8 to
8 and 7 will 11 be 7 are
7 of 7 are 9 a 6 a
6 I 6 this 6 that 5 is
5 to 6 that 6 to 5 , would
4 there 5 must 5 in 4 of
4 this 4 should 5 there 4 council
4 council 4 including 4 is 4 have
4 it 3 not 4 I 4 that




2-left 1-left 1-right 2-right
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9 this 12 are 10 that 19 that
8 the 12 very 9 the 11 in
6 there 8 was 8 demonstrates 9 out
5 which 8 and 6 stated 8 by
5 we 8 has 6 expressed 8 to
5 it 7 to 5 a 5 a
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4 as 5 will 5 to 3 is
4 be 5 stated 4 in 3 an
4. extremely
Collocate frequency:
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4 are 4 was 4 complex 3 conditions
4 have 4 in 4 helpful 3 if
5. unfortunately
Collocate frequency:
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3 Terrorist 3 It 3 of
-
- - - - - - -
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APPENDIX C. THE KOSOVO DEBATE







Friday, 12 September 2003, 11.35 a.m.
New York
President: Sir Emyr Jones Parry (United Kingdom ofGreat Britain and Northern Ireland)
Members:








Mexico : Mr. Aguilar Zinser
Pakistan Mr.Khalid
Russian Federation Mr. Gatilov
Spain Ms. Menendez
Syrian Arab Republic Mr. Atieh
United States ofAmerica Mr. Cunningham
Agenda
Security Council resolutions 1160 (1998), 1199(1998), 1203 (1998), 1239(1999)
and 1244 (1999)
This record contains the text of speeches delivered in English and of the interpretation of
speeches delivered in the other languages. The final text will be printed in the Official
Records of the Security Council. Corrections should be submitted to the original languages
only. They should be incorporated in a copy of the record and sent under the signature of a
member of the delegation concerned to the Chiefof the Verbatim Reporting Service, room
C-154A.
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The meeting was called to order at 11.35 a.m.
Adoption of the agenda
The agenda was adopted.
SecurityCouncil resolutions 1160 (1998), 1199 (1998),
1203 (1998), 1239 (1999) and 1244 (1999)
The President: I should like to inform the Council that I have received letters from the
representatives ofAlbania, Italy and SerbiaandMontenegro, in which they requestto be
invitedto participate in the discussionof the item on the Council's agenda. In conformity
with the usual practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to invite those
representatives to participate in the discussion, withoutthe right to vote, in accordance with
the relevantprovisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's provisional rulesof
procediire.
There being no objection, it is so decided.
At the-invitation of the President, Mr. Sahovic
(Serbia and Montenegro) took a seat at the Council table. Mr. Nesho (Albania) and Mr.
Spatafora (Italy) took the seats reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber.
The President: In order to optimize the use ofour time, I will not individually invite speakers
to take seats at the Council table. When a speaker is taking the floor, the Conference Officer
will seat the next speaker on the list at the table.
In accordance with the understanding reached in the Council's prior consultations and in the
absence ofobjection, I shall take it that the SecurityCouncil agrees to extend an invitation
under rule 39 of its provisional rules of procedure to Mr. Hedi Aimabi,
Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations.
There being no objection, it is so decided. I invite Mr. Annabi to take a seat at the Council
table.
The Security Council will now begin its consideration of the item on its agenda. The Council
is meeting in accordance with the understanding reached in its prior consultations. I would
like to appeal to all those who intend to speak.. .and it is a very formidable list for as much
brevity as possible, please. And if colleagues have already made points, it would be hugely
appreciated, not just by the Chair but by other colleagues, ifwe could show agreement with
what has been said and forego the urge to repeat it. I say that because it is the intention of the
presidency, in response to a formal request that we have received, to convene this afternoon
at 3 p.m. at the ambassadorial level in formal consultations on the situation in the Middle
East. Given the agenda we have today this is no disrespect whatever to this item. I think a
measure ofbrevity would help us all.
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I now invite Mr. Annabi, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, to brief
the Council on the current situation with respect to the item on the agenda.
Mr. Annabi: Thank you, Mr. President, for giving us theopportunity to tjrieftheCouncil on
developments in Kosovo over the past two months. During this period, Mr. Holkeri took up
his responsibilities as the new Special Representative of the Secretary-General. Upon his
arrival in Pristina, Mr. Holkeri held a first round ofmeetings with representatives of the
Kosovo Provisional Institutions and local political leaders from all commtmities. Mr. Holkeri
also had meetings with the political leadership in Belgrade.
The Special Representative has reaffirmed the commitment of the United Nations Interim
AdministrationMission in Kosovo (UNMIK) to the standards before status policy framework
and its focus on progress towards achieving the benchmarks for implementation of this
policy. Mr. Holkeri is also preparing an operational plan for the implementation of the
benchmarks, which is being drawn up jointly by UNMIK and the Kosovo Provisional
Institutions.
Mr. Holkeri has strongly emphasized the importance of initiating direct and constructive
dialogue on practical matters ofmutual interest between Pristina and Belgrade. During his
meetings with representatives of the Kosovo Provisional Institutions and the political
leadership in Belgrade, Mr. Holkeri sought their respective views on issues relating to the
proposed dialogue. He consistently underiined during those discussions that the dialogue
should focus on concrete issues which serve the needs of the people and' are in the interests of
all sides. Preparations for this dialogue are under way, and Mr. Holkeri is planning to
propose modalities for the dialogue in the coming weeks.
With regard to the security situation, the period since July has been characterized by a
number ofviolent attacks and shootings, which have occurred throughout Kosovo, primarily
targeting the Kosovo Serb community, as well as UNMIK law enforcement authorities.
As we informed the Council on 13 August, two Kosovo Serb youths were killed and four
injured in a shooting incident aimed at those youths, who were swimming in a river near the
village ofGorazdevac in the Pec region. On 18 August, a Kosovo Serb male, who had been
shot in the head on 11 August, died ofhis wotinds. Two Kosovo Serbs were also injured in a
shooting on 26 August at the returns site ofBica, near Klina in the Pec region. On 31 August,
four Kosovo Serbs were injured and one killed in an explosive attack in the village of
Cemica in the Gnjilane region. UNMIK Police and KFOR have increased security in these
areas following the incidents and are continuing to investigate those crimes.
All Kosovo political leaders made statements condemning the attacks and inviting the public
to help find the perpetrators. The Special Representative, Mr. Holkeri, called upon them to
show greater resolve in calling for an end to violence and in using their authority to support
all efforts to bring the perpetrators to justice. The Special Representative has also appealed to
the general public to do all it can to assist the law enforcement authorities in efforts to
apprehend those responsible for the incidents.
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Those violent incidents have ftirther raised feelings of insecurity among iKosovo Serbs, and
there have been signs of an increase in inter-ethnic tension. Although protests against the
incidents in Kosovo Serb communities have largely been peaceful, there have been instances
of intimidation and harassment in both Kosovo Albanian and Kosovo Serb communities. In
addition,many regular inter-ethnic meetings andmulti-ethnic events have been cancelledor
boycottedby Kosovo Serb and/or Kosovo Albanian representatives out of fear for their
security. The past two months have also seen an increase in violent incidents directed against
UNMIK law enforcement personnel and property. On 3 August, an UNMIK international
police officer was murdered in a sniper attack in the northern part ofKosovo. On 6
September, an off-duty Kosovo
Police Service (KPS) officer was also murdered near Djakovica. On 10 September, another
KPS officer was shot and injured in Pristina, and a person who was with him was killed.
Property used by the police and judiciary, including an UNMIK police station, UNMIK
vehicles and the Pristina district court, were damaged in explosions and other attacks. No one
has claimed responsibility for any of these attacks. Themajority of local politicians and
representatives of theProvisional Institutions have made statements condemning the
incidents.
Some ofthose attacks came after the conviction, on 16 July, of four former Kosovo
Liberation Army (KLA) members for war crimes committed primarily against fellow Kosovo
Albanians during 1998 and 1999. The decision was the first conviction of former KLA
members for war crimes. The initial negative reaction among the general public and local
media coverage subsided quickly. On 4 September, inmates of the Dubrava Prison, which is
Kosovo's largest detention facility, occupied a prison block in protest against living
conditions, and refiised to return to their cells, despite reassurances fi"om UNMIK officials
that their complaints would be addressed and that no disciplinary action would be taken
against them. Following the prison guards' attempt to enter the occupied block, the prisoners
set fire to their mattresses. Five prisoners died and a further 16 were injured in the ensuing
fire. A police investigation into the incident was launched iirmiediately, and an independent
inquiry will look into its causes and provide recommendations.
As regards political developments, owing to the summer recess the period has seen a lull in
legislative and Government activity in Pristina. The Kosovo Assembly reconvened on 4
September. Since July, the Government has focused on legislative development and the
security situation. It has not taken up the initiation ofdirect dialogue with Belgrade. On 27
August, the Serbian Parliament endorsed a declaration on Kosovo and Metohija, and on 5
September the Parliament of Serbia and Montenegro adopted a resolution on Kosovo and
Metohija. Kosovo Albanian leaders were critical of these documents, particularly the
references to Kosovo's status. Kosovo Albanian leaders have also stated that such moves
have strained chances of direct dialogue with Belgrade. On 3 September the Kosovo
Government publicly expressed its concem over the adoption of the Serbian declaration, and
stated its intention to build an independent State.
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Withregard to returns and inter-ethnicrelations, although the level of returns remains low,
minorityreturns continue to exceed those in 2002. In the past twomonths, somepromised
funding from several major donors was received, and work on returns projects began. In
addition, almost 150 cases have been referred to the Rapid Response Returns Facility, which
is a joint project by UNMIK and the United Nations Development Programme providing
housing reconstruction assistance for individual returnees. The security situation has,
however, heightened the level of fear within the Serb community leading to delays in returns
efforts and the possibility that more returnsmi^t be postponed until next spring.
Kosovo's political leaders have expressed supportfor returns, including, as previously
reported, through an open letter publishedon 2 July in Kosovo's major dailies in whichthey
encouraged displaced persons of all ethnicities to retum. On 10 July, the Kosovo Assembly
also held a session dedicated to minority returns and adopted a resolution backing returns and
emphasizing the need for Kosovo's Government to supportretum and reintegration activities.
On 21 August, Kosovo Prime Minister Rexhepi committed to funding 7 million euros for
retum activities from the 2002 Kosovo Consolidated Budget surplus funds, and emphasized
that this contribution by the Provisional Institutions was intended to demonstrate the
Government's commitment to minority communities in the wake of the recent security
incidents.
Kosovo President Rugova and Prime Minister Rexhepi have also traveled to returns sites to
show their public support for the retums process. However, statements and concrete support
for retums at the central level have not, by and large, been replicated at the municipal level.
Cooperation on retums projects has been productive in a number ofmunicipalities, but the
actions ofsome municipal officials in the areas affectedby violence against Kosovo Serbs
have not been conducive to reconciliation.
Turning to local self-government, political infighting, primarily between Kosovo Albanian
parties in a number ofmunicipalities, continued to negatively affect the ability of local
authorities to deliver effective local government. Also, financing for minority communities
from municipal budgets remains poor and, as of the end ofJune, only six ofKosovo's 26
mixedmunicipalities had met their required fair-share financing levels in the areas of
municipal administration, health and education. UNMIK is working with the Kosovo
Ministry ofFinance and Economy on developing modalities to address this outstanding
problem.
In Mitrovica UNMIK has focused on promoting inter-ethnic activities and dialogue.
However, Kosovo Serb members of the northem Mitrovica advisory board have not yet
started participating officially in the meetings. With regard to the economy, bids for the two
successive sets of tenders for the privatization of socially owned enterprises were opened by
the Kosovo Trust Agency on 14 July and 2 September. A total of 24 enterprises have now
been tendered for privatization, and the amount in bids received has reached over 29 million
euros. On 6 September, the first three contracts for the privatization of socially owned
enterprises were signed. On 1 July, the second meeting of the Kosovo stabilization and
association process tracking mechanism took place in Pristina. During the meeting, European
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Commission experts, UNMIK and the Provisional Institutions discussed aspects ofjustice
and home affairs, media policy, telecommunications and transport policy, and made
recommendations to ensure conformity with established European Union norms and
standards.
UNMIK and KFOR have continued to take action against suspected extremist elements in the
Kosovo Protection Corps (KPC). An enquiry is ongoing in order to identify those members
of the KPC with possible links to extremist organizations and criminal ^oups. Following
interviews with 50 members of the KPC, a total of 18 officers have been recommended for
dismissal. One of the 18 has already resigned and a second has been dismissed for a separate
disciplinary offence. The head of the KPC has suspended a further seven of those on the list,
referring the cases to UNMIK police for further investigation.
In conclusion, I wish to say that, under Mr. Holkeri's leadership, UNMIK will remain
committed to fully implementing Security Council resolution 1244 (1999) and to working
with all interlocutors to achieve progress on the benchmarks within the standards before
status policy framework. A priority at this time is to initiate the dialogue on practical matters
ofmutual concern between Pristina and Belgrade.Through that dialogue practical benefits
can be realized for the people ofKosovo, with a view to developing an atmosphere ofmutual
trust and confidence. Mr. Holkeri is actively engaged in pursuing this matter in consultation
with all parties concerned. At the same time, he is trying to manage the competing interests
and unilateral pronouncements ofparties concemed, which are not always conducive to the
initiation of that dialogue. We also remain concemed about the security situation in Kosovo.
In that connection, we shall continueto emphasize the need for everyoneto do theirpart in
stopping the violence. The Council's continued and active support has been, and will
continue to be, crucial in realizing those objectives.
The President: I have 18 speakers on my list. I would like to suggest to colleagues to aim to
conclude by 1 p.m. That would actuallybe quite a sensible objective. If that were acceptable,
the logical consequence would allow three minutes, on average, per intervention. I state those
two facts, and I will now go through the list. But I shall live in hope.
Mr. Khalid (Pakistan): I will start right away! First of all, I thank Mr. Annabi for his briefing.
Duringlast month's meeting on this subjectwewelcomed Mr. Holkeri's assumption of the
post of Special Representative ofthe Secretary-General in Kosovo. He has taken over his
responsibilities at what no doubt is a difficult and crucial time, given the recent murders in
Gorazdevac and increasing ethnic tensions in Kosovo.
In the interest of time, I shall just confine my comments to the mandate of the United Nations
InterimAdministrationMission in Kosovo (UNMIK) and the role that it shouldplay in
Kosovo. UNMIK is a unique mission in many respects. While it is a peacekeeping mission,
administration, capacity-building and development are amongthe vital components of its
mandate. Given those responsibilities and its finiteresources and capacities, UNMIK
therefore needs to develop a clearlyfocused, but realistic, policyagenda. In developing any
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policy initiative, UNMIK must consult local governmentofficials and gain their confidence.
No such initiatives are likely to succeed fully without the ownership ofKosovar officials.
In that regard, some of the issues UNMIKmust urgently address include security and the rule
of law. There is also a need to reinvigorate the Transfer Council and to utilize it to
incorporate officials fi*om the Provisional Institutions in areas ofUNMIK's reserved
authority. UNMIK should also allow Kosovo Government officials to manage some of the
budgetary and financial responsibilities, in line with chapter 5 of the Constitutional
Framework. In addition to giving greater autonomy to the Provisional Institutions, UNMIK
must also work proactively to promote the socio-economic development and reconstruction
ofKosovo. In the long run, all political achievements in Kosovo can easily be undermined by
inadequate economic recovery.
The comments I have just made are aimed at enabling UNMIK to improve its performance.
At the same time, we will continue to urge UNMIK to make whatever progress that can be
made in terms ofbuilding confidence between different communities, the return ofrefugees
and the protection ofminorities. We also encourage UNMIK to continue to work for greater
dialogue, at least initially on administrative matters between Belgrade and Pristina. We hope
that, in due course, those and other measures will create the necessary environment to begin
progress on the difficult, yet important, issue of status.
Mr. Gatilov (Russian Federation) (spoke in Russian): We are grateful to Assistant Secretary-
General Hedi Annabi for his substantive briefing on the situation in Kosovo. Russia's views
on the processes xmderway in the province are well known, and very much agree with the
assessments voiced by Mr. Annabi.
We believe that, despite certain advances that have, to a great extent, been achieved by virtue
of international efforts, the situation in the province continues to be a complex one.
Implementation is lacking with regard to key requirements of Security Council resolution
1244 (1999), particularly with respect to the situation ofKosovo's non-Albanian inhabitants
and the return ofrefugees and internally displaced persons. There is neither reliable nor
equitable safety for all of the province's population. There is an absence of fundamental
fi"eedoms and rights and inter-ethnic tolerance. Only weak efforts are under way to combat
local and cross-border crime and corruption.
Regrettably, over the last month Kosovo has once again been engulfed by a crime wave that
has clear ethnic underpinnings. The most blatant of those acts was the armed attack of 13
August against Serbian school children in Gorazdevac. Participants in the meeting of the
Contact Group held in Moscow on 4 September issued a statement condemning that barbaric
act as well as other incidents in Kosovo that have produced victims among the civilian
population. Such acts of violence have no justification under any circumstances. Murder is
the instrument of terrorism, and those who perpetrate such crimes are murderers. That must
be said straight out.
83
We cannotstand by idly as terrorists attemptto destabilize the situation in individual
countries and entire regions.With regard to Kosovo, there is no doubt that this has to dowith
yet another manifestation of terrorism that, given the realities in Kosovo, is particularly
dangerous, as it increases tensions in an alreadycomplex inter-ethnicrelationship. Such
incidents couldprovoke a chain reactionwith extremely negative consequences for a
settlement in the province.
Wenote the steps takenby the international presences aimed at apprehending the criminals
and bringing them to trial. We are grateful to the head of the United Nations Interim
Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), Mr. Holkeri, for his prompt reactions to
events. We are certain that the leaders of the Provisional Institutions of Self-Govemment and
leading Kosovo politicians will provideactive assistance to the investigations andreaffirm in
practice their commitment to their declared goal ofbuilding a multi-ethnic, democratic
society in the province.
The Special Representativeof the Secretary-General faces complexchallenges in restoring
the miilti-ethnic nature of the province. We support the priorities he has identified, including
normalizing the situation in the province, ensuring the rule of law, resolvingproblems related
to the return of refugees and internally displacedpersons, and economic recovery. Ofkey
importance are the implementationof the principleof standards before status,which seeksto
ensure the essential basic democratic conditions in Kosovo and the establishment of
appropriatemechanisms to that end. The implementationof these obligations must be under
continuous international oversight.
The achievement of these goals will be furtheredby the prompt launching, with constructive
international assistance, of a direct dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina on technical
issues ofmutual interest. We believe that the primarymediation role in this process must be
played by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, in close cooperationwith the
Contact Group and the European Union.
We urge UNMIK to assimie a more active and consistent position in countering any
manifestations of inter-ethnic intolerance and crime, to stem the growth ofradical
movements in the province and to consolidate legality there. The meeting in Moscow of the
ContactGroup, with the involvement ofMr. Holkeri, confirmed the convergence of
approaches of all the essential international participants in the settlementtowards the order
and substance ofmeasures to be taken in this field. We note in particular the clearly
established consensus view that any discussion on the future status ofKosovo would be
premature at this juncture and that any attempt to prejudice the resolution ofthis issue would
be unacceptable.
For its part, Russia intends actively to continue participating in overall efforts to seek a just,
balanced and lasting solution to the Kosovo problem.
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Mr.Tafrov (Bulgaria) (spoke in French): I wish to thankMr. Annabi for his very factual and
comprehensive briefing and to reiteratemy country*s full support for the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General, Mr. Holkeri. We again call on all parties to
cooperate with him in his extremely complex and difficult task.
As a country associated with the European Union, Bulgaria fully supports the statement to be
made shortly on behalfof the Union by the Ambassadorof Italy. As a country of the region,
located in close proximity to Kosovo, Bulgaria wishes to make a few additional comments.
Bulgaria once again categorically condemns the acts of violence referred to earlier by Mr.
Annabi, in which innocent people, including a police officer, were killed. Bulgaria believes
that all such acts are acts of etlmic violence and that attacks on the representatives of
international institutions in the province merely undermine the efforts of local and
international actors working for Kosovo's future and to normalize life for all its inhabitants.
Bulgaria again recalls that such acts can in no way improve the positions ofparties to
negotiations, merely delay the normalization process and serve ^e interests only ofthe very
few who thrive on disorder and organized crime. Violence is surely not in the interests of the
legitimate political representatives in Kosovo, much less those ofordinary people.
That is why we believe that the full cooperation of the Kosovo Provisional Institutions of
Self-Govemment with police investigations and the prosecution ofthe perpetrators of these
acts of violence will provide evidence of their readiness to shoulder the burden of the
genuinemanagement of the province's affairs. In this respect, we would recall that Bulgaria
remains very interested in the investigation of the murder ofValentin Krumov, a Bulgarian
intemational civil servant killed in Pristina in 1999.
Bulgaria continues to follow with interest and concern these acts of ethnic intolerance, which
hamper reconciliation among the ethnic communities and the return ofrefugees to their
homes. We believe that the intemational presence in Kosovo, especially that of the
United Nations, must categorically demonstrate to all local actors, regardless of their ethnic
origin, that such behavior and the inspiration of violence are unacceptable and will not be
tolerated by the intemational community.
Mr. Cunningham (United States ofAmerica): I will be brief, as you requested. Sir, but I do
want to make a couple ofpoints.
First, obviously we deplore and condemn the violence and attacks that have taken place in
the last couple ofmonths. I am afraid that this reminds all ofus again of the primacy of
establishing the rule of law in Kosovo. This is something that the United Nations Interim
Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) is working hard to achieve and which I hope
we all will support.
We believe that the way forward in general is to focus on proceeding with the standards
before status approach. This appears to us to be well poised to go ahead. We encourage
UNMIK and those involved to move ahead with it. Tlie achievement of the standards that
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have been set out is essential to a better life for all Kosovars as we move forward and the
United States, for its part, will continue to offer technical expertise to support that process.
We also urge the Special Representative of the Secretary-General to convene officials fi:om
Belgrade and Pristina as soon as possible in order to begin a dialogue on practical matters.
We think this is important. These talks should be held primarily at the level of technical
experts and deal with practical issues ofmutual concern, such as energy and transportation.
\
I would also like to note that unilateral comments or declarations by neighboring
Governments or parties inside Kosovo about Kosovo's future are premature and unhelpful.
Attempts to prejudge final status only distract firom the important work at hand of
implementing the standards and beginning the direct dialogue on practical matters. That is
where the focus should be, we believe. We hope that all leaders of the region will focus on
helping Mr. Holkeri as he sets about his very important and complicated new tasks. That
certainly is the intention ofmy Government.
Mrs. D.Achon (France) (spoke in French): I also thank Mr. Hedi Annabi for his very
thorough briefing. France renews its firm condemnation of the acts of violence carried out in
Kosovo this past month. The Special Representative of the Secretary-General and certain
delegations have categorized those acts as terrorist and their perpetrators as terrorists. Those
crimes must not erode our determination to make progress in implementing Security Council
resolution 1244 (1999), with the assistance of the United Nations Interim Administration
Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), the Kosovo Force (KFOR) and all concerned parties.
We must also continue the fight against organized crime. It is becoming a major scourge, and
it constitutes a threat not only to the security of all the inhabitants ofKosovo, but also to
regional stability and Europe as a whole.
The firm commitment of the self-governing provisional authorities ofKosovo is crucial to
thwart the power of that type of crime. We will judge their ability to exercise their entrusted
responsibilities in keeping with specific results.
The renewed violence also means that we need to remain vigilant in terms ofthe amount of
international force for security deployed in Kosovo. KFOR must continue to have sufficient
means to meet its mission. I would recall here that France continues to be one of the leading
troop contributors in Kosovo and that its soldiers are deployed in very exposed areas.
In that tense context, we reaffirm our full trust in and support for the new Special
Representative of the Secretary-General to continue implementation ofresolution 1244
(1999). We are convinced that the standards before status formula continues to be fully valid.
As Mr. Annabi has stated, Mr. Holkeri will shortlymake proposals to make those standards
more operational. We have full confidence in him to define, together with the self-governing
provisional authorities ofKosovo, the best way to advance,without delay, in areas such as
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the rule of law, public order, respect forminorities and the return ofrefugees and displaced
persons.
Finally, we have full confidence in Mr. Holkeri to define the modalities by which there will
at long last be established between Pristina and Belgrade a direct, sustained dialogue on
practical issues of common interests. We believe that that direct dialogue should help to
specifically improve daily lives in Kosovo for all its inhabitants.
Mr. Zinser (Mexico) (spoke in Spanish):My delegation does not want to miss this
opportunity to addressmembers ofthe Council to express our deepest sorrow at the deathof
a great friend ofMexico, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden, Mrs. Anna Lindh. It is
a deplorable loss, and we join in what othermembers of the Council have said.
We also thdnk Mr. Hedi Annabi for his briefing, analyzing the latest developments in and
prospects for consolidating peace in Kosovo.
Scarcely three weeks ago, the Council examined the topic that we are addressing today. On
that occasion, we met as the result of a criminal act aimed against the principle establishing
multi-ethnicity as the formula for coexistence within the province. On 26 August, near Klina
in the Pec region, another armed attack was carried out against the Serbian minority. On 31
August, there were two explosions in the town ofCemica, leaving one person dead and three
wounded. My delegation condemns once again those types of acts and wishes to share its
deep concern that those atrocities are recurring themes that we encounter every time that we
discuss Kosovo.
For that reason, we wish to say that, in Mexico's opinion, the road to a prosperous and
tolerant Kosovo, where law and respect for human rights prevail, is the road that the
extremist groups do not want to take. Therefore, those types ofacts that promote hatred and
anarchy must be stopped.
The international community formed an outstanding strategic alliance with respect to
Kosovo. Substantial human and financial resources and political will have been invested in
the effort of reconstruction and reconciliation. That effort must be maintained, and we must
achieve the objective set by the Security Council.
Therefore, the Council must not confine itself to condemning acts of violence. We must
confront the causes that bring them about, as a first step, in order to implement later concrete
strategies to prevent their recurrence in the future. Mexico considers that the strategy must be
comprehensive, addressing simultaneously questions of education, security, development and
the administration ofjustice.
In the area ofeducation, activities and programmes must be promoted at all levels that foster
mutual understanding of cultures, religions and customs and mutual feedback between ethnic
groups as a basis for cultural understanding and coexistence. The normalization of life in the
87
province is the responsibility of all Kosovars. Therecannot be genuine coexistence while
there is mistrust.
Regardless of ethnic origin or religiousbeliefs, all Kosovars arejointly responsiblefor
forging that inclusive future. Accordingly, wemust evenmore decisivelysupport the
promotion of the return ofrefiigees and intemallydisplaced persons to their homesunder
secure and normal conditions.
It is also necessary that the self-governing provisional institutions eam the trust and respect
of the entire population, and the only way to do that is to work in accordance with the law,
with transparencyand a sense ofequity andjustice. In that context,Mexicohas viewed as
positivemeasures the recent suspensionof sevenmembers fi^om the KosovoProtection Corps
and the disciplinaryaction against eightotherson suspicions of links to organizedcrimeand
extremist groups.
Mexico notes with satisfaction the efforts undertaken by Mr. Harri Holkeri, Head ofthe
United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), to initiate soon the
Belgrade-Pristina dialogue on practical issues. Forging a mechanism for direct dialoguewill
undoubtedly depend on progress being made in political, social and economic items for
mutual imderstanding among all inhabitants of the province.
In conclusion, I wish to say that the illicit traffic in weapons and the volume of suchweapons
among the population ofKosovo is a source ofconcem and should become a cause ofmajor
attention by the Council. Mexico beheves that the traffic in and the possession ofweapons
should be restricted to the fiill extent possible, since their very existence can promote social
violence. We therefore welcome the liiird programme ofarms amnesty, organized bythe
United Nations, which will be held in September.
In Mexico's view, to the extent that there exists in Kosovo a will for dialogue, there will be a
fiiture and irrational acts will be relegated to the past.
Mr. Sow (Guinea) (spoke in French): I should like to thank Mr. Annabi^rwhose detailed and
comprehensive briefing will help us in our exchange ofviews on the development of the
situation in Kosovo.
Four years after the temporary freezing ofKosovo's status, the record of the activities of the
United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) in,that province
appears mixed, despite Mr. Holkeri's praiseworthy dedication. We must welcome the
progress made at the political and administrative levels, but the recovery of the economy, the
retum ofrefugees and the restitution ofproperty, as well as the establishment of the rule of
law and the problem ofsecurity, remain sources of concem.
At the economic level, despite the improvement of the legislative and administrative
framework, greater attention must be devoted to job creation and to promoting regional
exchanges.With regard to the return of refugees, the restitution ofproperty and the issue of
disappearedpersons, we call for a strengthening ofongoing efforts aimed at the proper
functioning of established mechanisms. In addition, the absence ofdialogue among
communities and the increase in inter-ethnic violence, crime and insecurity affect the long-
sought restoration ofthe rule of law. The murders of civilians this summer, which we
condemn and deplore, indicate to us that the situation is still not stable. Measures such as
strengtheningpolice and judicial structures are a priority. The reorganization and
transformation of the Kosovo Protection Corps into a multi-ethnic body specializing in
emergency interventions is also in keeping with that obligation.
Furthermore,my delegation notes that, in the frameworkof improving the current situation
prevailing in Kosovo, other elements ofkey importancemust be taken intoxonsideration.
Those are, inter alia, the dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade; the regional approach;
cooperation among UNMIK, Kosovo's elected officials and the Serbia and Montenegro
authorities; extending UNMIK's authority throughout the province and, finally, mobilizing
the resources essential for Kosovo's harmonious development.
We urge the parties to do their utmost to facilitate the opening of the negotiations planned for
this fall between Belgrade and Pristina. Direct dialogue between the Serbian and Albanian
communities must not remain wishfiil thinking; it must become a reality on the ground and
be the driving force for peaceful development of the Balkans region.
I cannot conclude without emphasizing the paramount role that the various Kosovar
components must play in the quest for solutions to the problems of the province. The
effectiveness of the international community's support, which remains necessary, depends on
that.
Mr. Maquieira (Chile) (spoke in Spanish): Like previous speakers, I shall be brief. At the
outset, I thank Mr. Annabi for his briefing, which informed us ofMr. Holkeri's activities in
Kosovo. At our last meeting on this item we expressed our satisfaction at the assignment of
Mr. Holkeri, who had an outstanding"term as President of the General Assembly a number of
years ago. We trust that the contacts Mr. Holkeri has established with a broad range oflocal '
political officials in Kosovo will bear the firuit wished for by everyone, in conformitywith
resolution 1244 (1999).
We believe that Kosovo today is at a crucial stage. On the one hand, we note significant
progress in achieving a substantial degree of autonomy, especially the gradual transfer of
authority and ofnon-reserved responsibilities, in keeping with chapter 5 of the Constitutional
Framework. That process must continue. However, a series ofdeplorable acts ofviolence, all
occurring during the period in question, resulting in deaths and injuries would seem to
continue to tarnish the process. We condemn those acts ofviolence in the most emphatic
terms.
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In addition to voicing our concern at those violent incidents and at crimes against minorities,
we should like to say that in our view they must not and cannot derail the peace process. All
manifestations of ethnically motivated violence, harassment and discrimination run counter
to the achievement ofa multi-ethnic Kosovo and violate the spirit ofresolution 1244 (1999).
We acknowledge the measures undertaken by the United Nations Interim Administration
Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) to find and bring to justice the perpetrators of those acts. We
firmly believe that without the significant and sustainable return of internally displaced
persons and refugees, the building of a multi-ethnic democratic society capable of integrating
all ofKosovo's inhabitants is impossible.
We agree with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the implementation of
a plan to operationalize the points ofreference within the fi*amework ofthe standards before
status policy, and,'in relation to Kosovo's final status, we call on the parties to avoid any
implicit or explicit form ofprovocation.
Finally, we urge the parties to deepen and broaden the dialogue. We welcome Mr. Holkeri's
statements concerning closer dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina. Without that dialogue,
or without dialogue between UNMIK and the Kosovo Assembly, the achievement of
concrete results with respect to the major challenges is a distant prospect. I hope I have kept
within three minutes, Mr. President.
Ms. Menendez (Spain) (spoke in Spanish): Many thanks to Mr. Annabi.'Italy will speak
shortly on behalfof the European Union, so I shall confine myself to making three points.
First, less than a month ago, we met here and condemned the terrorist crime against Kosovo
Serb children. Regrettably, we note that ethnic and political acts of violence have not ceased.
We hope that the perpetrators will be prosecuted and convicted. The crimes committed
cannot go unpunished. Kosovo's future depends on the establishment of security. Security is
important for economic recovery, but it is also essential for building a democratic and
tolerant society and for the process of the return ofKosovo's citizens ofnon-Albanian origin.
In that connection, we hope that the open letter inviting displaced persons to return to
Kosovo will translate into a reality.
Secondly, we hope that Mr. Holkeri enjoys success at the head of the United Nations Interim
Administration MissioninKosovo (UNMIK). Hehas our full support, but obviously hemust
also have the support and cooperation of the Pristina and Belgrade authorities. We reiterate
once again that we fully agree with the policy promoted by UNMIK, in conformity with the
standards before status principle.
Thirdly and finally, we find the public statements of the political leaders to be very
disturbing. Positions that are contrary to resolution 1244 (1999) cannot in any way be
allowed to be publicly and constantly promoted. We condemn any attempt to create mono-
ethnic institutions, and we call for the dismantling of any still-functioning parallel
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administrative structures. We must actively encourageparticipation in the Assembly and the
Transfer Council by Kosovars ofnon-Albanian origin.
Spain hopes to see the appeal made in Thessaloniki for dialogue between Belgrade and
Pristina become a reality. The leaders ofboth parties must stop placing preconditions on that
dialogue and must begin it as soon as possible.
Mr. GasparMartins (Angola): First of all, I should like to thank you, Mr. President, for
convening this meeting and to thank Mr. Annabi for his briefing, which provided us with an
update on the situation in Kosovo.
We regret that the meaningful progress achieved at the institutional level by the political
•process in Kosovo, with the gradual transfer of competencies to the Provisional Institutions
ofSelf-Govemment, is not matched by similar progress in the security sphere. The complex
situation still faced by Kosovo is a matter of some concern.
My delegation strongly condemns the recent acts ofviolence. As briefed by Mr. Annabi this
morning, the murder of children and the daily intimidation of vulnerable persons are an
attack against the crucial process ofdemocratic reforms. Those acts must not be allowed to
undermine the peace process and the efforts to build a multi-ethnic and democratic society in
Kosovo. We appeal for an immediate end to violence.
We would like to imderline that it is the responsibility ofKosovo leaders to decisively curb
ethnic violence. We urge them to work with the United Nations Interim Administration
Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) with a view to improving the security situation in Kosovo,
particularly through the strengthening of local pohce and by adopting measures to fight
organized crime.
We welcome the efforts undertaken by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General
and the Contact Group to stop the cycle ofviolence. In that regard, we deem it very
important to push forward the disarmament of the population, taking advantage of the
synergies provided by the amnesty programme recently started by UNMIK, which allows the
citizens ofKosovo who possess illegal weapons to surrender them to law enforcement
authorities. It is clear that the proliferation ofweapons fosters violence, organized crime and
terrorism.
It is important to continue to strengthen the rule of law, to support the return ofrefugees, to
push forward on respect for minority rights and to press on with economic development.
Those goals should continue to serve as priorities and should be promoted by all parties in
accordance with resolution 1244 (1999) and the Constitutional Framework in order to build a
multi-ethnic and tolerant community with a solid economic foundation and functioning
democratic institutions.
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My delegation also expresses its hope that the parties will deepen their commitment to
democratic values and the rule of law; that the meaningful, constructive dialogue between
Belgradeand Pristina on practicalmatters of mutual interest takes place and will be further
expanded to include political issues; and that concrete results are achieved without much
delay.
To conclude, we wish to reiterate our full support for the standards before status policy. Its
postulated targets are essential to the politicalprocess designed to determineKosovo's future
in accordance with resolution 1244 (1999), establishing a multi-ethnic and democratic
society.
Mr. Pleuger (Germany): First, let me thank Assistant Secretary-GeneralHedi Annabi for his
concise and very useful briefing. I should also like to point out that I associate myself with
the statement that will be made by the Italian presidency ofthe European Union at a later
stage in this meeting.
The series of violent incidents over the past weeks highlights the urgency of dialogue and
reconciliation in Kosovo. We should not allow the actions of a few extremists and criminals
to divert us from the task of creating a stable, peaceful and democratic Kosovo.
The leaders in the region have condemned the violence and say that they want to be
responsible partners of the international community and join the European institutions as
soon as possible. But they have so far failed to take many of the difficult steps necessary to
realize their ambitions, above all the full implementation of the provisions of Security
Council resolution 1244 (1999).
We are disappointed that the recent declaration on Kosovo passed by the Parliament of
Serbia laid ^e blame for the failure to implement resolution 1244 (1999) solely on the side of
the ethnic Albanians. Clearly, both sides have failed to meet their obligations. For example,
the creation of illegal parallel structures in northern Kosovo and in Serbian enclaves
elsewhere has been a major impediment to implementing resolution 1244 (1999). Moreover,
it was disappointing that the parliamentary declaration said nothing about the interests and
needs of the ethnic Albanians, who make up theoverwhelming majority' of theresidents of
Kosovo.
On the other hand, we urge the representatives of the Provisional histitutions ofSelf-
Govemment in Kosovo to continue to speak out against violence, to do more to promote
ethnic tolerance and to encourage the acceptance of the rule of law. That is the only way to
create a more favorable climate for refugee returns. Ending violence and ethnic intimidation
is the most important element ofprogress. Another critical element is the need for direct
dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade about how they can best cooperate on practical
issues. We hope that this dialogue will begin soon. This does not mean the talks about the
final status ofKosovo, which can take place only when standards ofdemocratic practice and
ethnic tolerance have been achieved.
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We have high expectations for the programme ofaction ofthe new Special Representativeof
the Secretary-General, and we fully supporthis priorities. In that connection, we are eagerto
receive the operationalized benchmarks and work plan, which will lay out the concrete tasks
to be achieved over the coming months.
Mr. Tidjani (Cameroon) (spoke in French): My delegation would also like to thank Mr.
Annabi for his briefing containing up-to-date and very useful information. On 18 August
2003, the Security Council, in complete unanimity, condemned the imjustifiable and often
lethal incidents described by Mr. Armabi. The Council firmly called for finding the
perpetrators and bringing them to justice so that they can be held accountable for their
crimes. I welcome the mobilization that seems to be growing among the population today, to
help the police in their investigations.
I also recall that on 3 July 2003, Mr. Steiner presented to the Council the most recent report
of the Secretary-General on Kosovo (S/2003/675). It was an exhaustive assessment of the
efforts of the United Nations to normalize the situation in the province. That assessment,
althou^ largely positive, did include some reasons for concern due to certain problems that
Mr. Steiner underlined in his introductory briefing on that day. Those problems have grown
since then, as we noted in Mr. Annabi's statement today. My delegation believes that those
problems stem fi-om the persistence of intolerance, hatred and instinctual reactions based on
identity, which fuel partisan rivalry, injustice, violence and, as a result, insecurity.
The population ofKosovo dreams ofpeace and a reconciled society of solidarity that shares a
common vision ofhappiness. As well, as the Council observed on the ground last month, the
population is aware of the international community's firm commitment and of the enormous
sacrifices its men and women make out of goodwill. Those men and women work with the
population day by day with determination to ensure the stabilization and reconstruction of
Kosovo and the reconciliation of the entire population. Establishing a safe environment that
has been disarmed and demined, ensuring protection and fi:eedom ofmovement, facilitating
the return of refugees and displaced persons, creating conditions for a lasting settlement of
the problem. I could go on, but Council members are well aware that these issues are the
tasks set forth in resolution 1244 (1999). All of those objectives disturb the extremists on all
sides, who are pleased only when the situation is confused and out of control.
It is the United Nations that has established conditions that have given rise to, or
strengthened, the hopes and dreams ofthe Kosovars. Over and above the duties imposed on it
by the Charter, the Organization has a specific moral commitment to successfully conclude
its mission in Kosovo. The Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Mr. Harri
Holkeri, has stated that the incidents in question will only strengthen our resolve to establish
the rule of law for the people ofKosovo.
In this regard, the Special Representative ne^s the firm support of the United Nations ifhe
is to be successful in addressing the priorities for 2003 that his predecessor, Mr. Steiner, set
out and that the Council welcomed. Kosovo is at a delicate stage and the Security Council,
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withthe customary supportof Secretary-General Kofi Annan andhis Special Representative,
must tailor its strategy and the modalities of its implementation by ensuring that its activities
in the province are focused on the long term.
We must therefore ensure that we know what the people ofKosovo truly want and find
appropriate solutions that will enable us, without acting hastily, to resolve the problem of the
final status ofKosovo.
My delegation would like to reaffirm its commitment to the principle of standards before
status and to the virtues of direct dialogue among all the parties concerned. In this regard, we
agree with Mr. Holkeri that such dialogue should be focused on specific issues, and we look
forward to the proposals for modalities for that dialogue. My delegation also reaffirms its
corrmiitment to a multi-ethnic and multicultural Kosovo nourished by the human values of
tolerance and harmony and watered by the source ofdemocratic values and respect for
human rights.
My delegation appeals to all the elements ofKosovo society and all other political actors in
the siabregion to pool their efforts with those ofUNMIK so as to prevent the further stirring
up ofnegative emotions and to work to restore peace, security and prosperity for all.
In conclusion, I would like to say how much my country appreciates the impressive job being
done on the ground byMr. Holkeri and his entire team. I reaffirm the support ofCameroon
for their efforts to implement resolution 1244 (1999).
Mr. Atieh (Syrian Arab Republic) (spoke in Arabic): My delegation would like to thank Mr.
Hedi Aimabi, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, for his detailed and
useful briefing on the most recent developments in the situation in Kosovo. My delegation
believes that, despite the relative stability of the situation in Kosovo, the security situation
must be fiirther strengthened ifwe are to prevent a repetition of the events of last month that
led to the killing of a number of Serbs in Kosovo. Such events could, in turn, lead to
ethnically motivated acts ofviolence, which would undermine all the progress made thus far.
My delegation reiterates the importance of the rule of law and the protection of the rights of
ethnic minorities in Kosovo, as well as the need to combat organized crime and smuggling
and to prevent illicit trafficking in arms and drugs.
My delegation also reiterates the importance of the safe retum of refugees and internally
displaced persons to their homes and property in Kosovo so that they can contribute to the
economic reconstruction ofthe province. The concerted efforts ofall of the people ofKosovo
will be required if they are to leave their problems behind.
My delegation encourages continued dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina with a view to
dealing with the practical matters pertaining to the stabilization of the situation in Kosovo
and the facilitation of the political process. We welcome the efforts ofMr. Holkeri in this
regard.
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We support the principle of standards before status. We welcome Mr. Holkeri's reaffirmation
that he will pursue his work in accordance with that principle with a view to building in
Kosovo a multi-ethnic society that is capable of coping with future challenges.
\
In conclusion, my delegation would like to express its support for Mr. Haiti Holkeri, Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for Kosovo. We express our readiness to cooperate
with him and with the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo in order to
achieve security and stability in the province.
Mr. Zhang Yishan (China) (spoke in Chinese):
The Chinese delegation would like to thank Assistant Secretary-General Annabi for his
briefing. The Chinese delegation has been closely observing the development of the situation
in Kosovo. We are deeply concerned about the fi-equent occurrence ofincidents of terrorism
and violence recently, which have caused a serious deterioration in the security situation. We
urge the parties concerned to find out the truth as soon as possible and bring to justice the
perpetrators of those acts.
We call on the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo, KFOR and the
Kosovo Provisional Institutions to make further efforts to strengthen law and order, combat
organized crime ^d ensure the security ofall ethnic groups in Kosovo, especially the Serbs.
That is the only way to create the necessary conditions for the achievement of such goals as
the return of refugees and economic development.
China believes that the fundamental resolution of the question ofKosovo will require
consultation and dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina with a view to reaching agreement
on practical matters, such as the return ofrefugees and the rights ofminorities and missing
persons, and thereby establishing a foundation for the ultimate settlement of the question of
the status ofKosovo. Such achievements would also be conducive to the peace and stability
of the entire Balkan region.
To that end, we hope that the two parties concerned will, on the basis of Security Council
resolution 1244 (1999), initiate constructive dialogue as soon as possible on those questions
and, with the help of the international community, achieve concrete results.
The President: I shall now make a statement in my capacity as the representative of the
United Kingdom.
I should like to make six points. First, I associate myselfwith the comments to be made soon
by the Italian presidency of the European Union. Secondly, we encourage the very early
launch of the Belgrade-Pristina dialogue and look forward to practical proposals from the
Special Representative, who enjoys our full support.Thirdly, normalization is the best way
forward. There is too much political rhetoric on both sides. Unilateral attempts to pre-empt
the status issue are not helpful; resolution 1244 (1999) is the way forward.
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Fourthly, the immediate priority is standards. I associate myselfwith those who say that it
must very clearly be standards before status. It is important in that respect to establish
benchmarks. Fifthly, as we gear up for those discussions between Pristina and Belgrade, the
security situation must be a priority. Strengthening the rule of law and building the
indigenous capacity of the Kosovo Police Service are vital ifwe are going to increase the role
of, and enforce, law and order.
My last point is simply to say that tackling corruption, extremism and organized crime is a
crucial element in building up the multi-ethnic, prosperous Kosovo that we seek. The United
Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo has got a lot ofwork in hand on that
issue, but it is quite striking that the internal market in organized crime in that part of the
world is much more effective than is the internal market in legitimate goods and services.
That situation has to be reversed if the region is to attain its goal of approaching Euro-
Atlantic standards.
I now resume my function as President of the Council.
I have three speakers still on my list. The next speaker is the representative of Serbia and
Montenegro, to whom I give the floor.
Mr. Sahovic (Serbia and Montenegro): At the outset, I wish to congratulate you, Mr.
President, on your assumption of the presidency of the Council for the month of September,
as well as to thank you for convening this meeting. I would also like to thank Mr. Annabi for
his briefing.
In recent months the Security Council has held a series of discussions that have mostly been
devoted to the escalation ofviolence and ethnically motivated crimes in Kosovo and
Metohija. The need for that was obvious. In July, the Kosovo Force (KFOR) reported an
increased number of incidents, stating that the Serbian population was the primary target of
intimidation. Regrettably, we witnessed even worse crimes in August, including a bomb
attack in the village ofCemica on 31 August that killed Milomir Stakic and wounded four
other civilians. We view the further deterioration of the security situation with extreme
concem, particularly bearing in mind the fact that neither the perpetrators of the Gorazdevac
atrocity of 13 August, the killers of the Serb fisherman Dragan Tonic, who was killed on 11
August in Skulanovo, nor the Cemica bombers, have been apprehended. We also regret that
those responsible for the 3 August murder ofUNMIK police officer Satish Menon have not
been found.
The new Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Mr. Harri Holkeri, assumed his
responsibilities and clearly difficult tasks against that backgroimd. He has yet to settle in
Pristina, but we can already discern his resolve to confront the existing problems. We
welcome Mr. Holkeri's priorities to establish the rule of law, ensure basic rights and
freedoms, fight organized crime, build multi-ethnic institutions and enhance economic
development as basic preconditions for lasting stability in the province. In particular, my
Government welcomes the new Special Representative's commitment to promptly address
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the security situation, especially violence against the Serb community. We share his view
that the motive for the latest attacks was to send the message that multi-ethnicity would not
be allowed to take hold in the province. We support Mr. Holkeri's position that the
international community must be resolute in its stand that it will not be intimated from
fulfilling the mandate of Security Council resolution 1244 (1999).
It is encouraging that the international community has demonstrated, at several high-level
meetings during the last few days, a common dedication to ending the cycle of violence and
extremism. In that regard, we are looking forward to concrete measures against the Albanian
National Army (ANA), which in April was proclaimed by UNMIK to be a terrorist
organization, as well as to the findings of the special UNMIK/KFOR board set up last spring
to coordinate action against suspected extremist infiltration in the Kosovo Protection Corps
(KPC).
It is our sincere hope that that decisiveness with regard to improving the security situation
will boost the thus far highly unsatisfactory pace in the return ofrefugees and internally
displaced persons. Perhaps it was on the basis ofrenewed hope for minority protection that
the 200 remaining Serbs in Cemica, the venue of the aforementioned attack on 31 August,
decided to stay in the province. However, we fear that, if crimes and terrorist acts continue
with impunity, any future decision by the Serb community to leave Kosovo and Metohija
permanently may be irreversible.
My Government welcomes the renewed engagement of the Contact Group on the issue of
Kosovo and Metohija. We find particularly important the Contact Group's confirmation in
Moscow of the relevance of the principle of standards before status and of the need to make
the benchmarks concept operational, as well as the emphasis on continuous international
control of the implementation ofrelated requirements. Serbia and Montenegro is looking
forward to the Contact Group's further activities. In that context, we wish to establish regular
dialogue with the Group in order to continue to contribute to the implementation of
resolution 1244 (1999) as well as, more broadly, to the stabihzation of the region.
The Security Council, the Contact Group and SpecialRepresentative Holkeri are calling for
an early start ofdialogue between Belgrade and Pristina. Serbia and Montenegro stands fully
ready to engage constructively in all discussions of importance to the daily lives of all
citizens ofKosovo and Metohija, regardless of their ethnicity. We expect that the talks,
within the fi-amework of resolution 1244 (1999), will help to improve the security situation in
the province, enhance human and minority rights and, consequently, step up the retums
process. Mr. Holkeri's role in those talks is extremely important, as is the support of the
Contact Group and the European Union in this process.
In conclusion, I want to emphasize that Serbia and Montenegro has recently reconfirmed at
the highest parliamentary level its commitment to the implementation ofresolution 1244
(1999) and its fundamental aim ofbuilding a multi-ethnic society in Kosovo and Metohija,
one in which all inhabitants can have a peaceful and normal life based on substantial
autonomy and meaningful self-government.
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The President: The next speaker under rule 37 is the representative of Italy and of the Italian
presidency. I give him the floor.
Mr. Spatafora (Italy): I have the honor to speak on behalf of the European Union. The
acceding countries Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta,
Poland, the Slovak Republic and Slovenia, the associated countries Bulgaria, Romania and
Turkey, and the European Free Trade Association country member of the European
Economic Area, Iceland, have declared that they align themselves with this statement.
The European Union reiterates its strong condemnation of the brutal killings and violence
that took place in Kosovo during August and September against a United Nations police
officer and against Kosovars ofboth Serbian and Albanian ethnicity. In expressing our
deepest condolences to the families of the victims and to the Government of Serbia, we are
also confident that no efforts are being spared to arrest the perpetrators and bring them to
justice. The European Union believes that everybody in Kosovo must understand that the
time for violence is over and that such deplorable incidents can only undermine the image of
Kosovo in Europe and in the international community.
We therefore welcome the arrival in Kosovo ofthe new Special Representative of the
Secretary-General, Mr. Harri Holkeri. We would like to reaffirm our strong support for him
in the challenging task of ensuririg full implementation of Security Council resolution 1244
(1999), which continues to be the cornerstone of the international community's commitment
to Kosovo. In that regard, we very much appreciate the briefing given to the Council by
Assistant Secretary-General Hedi Annabi. He has given us a very clear-cut picture ofwhere
we stand and of the way forward.
We also would like to urge all concerned in Kosovo and in the region to cooperate in a
constructive manner with the new Special Representative of the Secretary-General on fully
implementing resolution 1244 (1999) while refraining from unilateral acts and statements
that risk jeopardizing the goal of a stable, multi-ethnic and democratic Kosovo.
The European Union fiilly supports the United Nations weapons amnesty programme
launched on 1 September by Mr. Holkeri and shares his views that the people ofKosovo
should seize this opportunity to help themselves while helping Kosovo and that the values of
tolerance and democracy are the foundation of a free society.
Kosovo must comply with international and European standards as soon as possible. That
goal can be achieved only through the active cooperation of all the stakeholders in Kosovo
and the region. We therefore urge the leadership in Belgrade and Pristina to launch without
further delay a direct dialo^e on practical issues ofmutual interest. Thatis a prerequisite to
building mutual confidence, as was announced at the European Union's Western Balkans
summit held at Thessaloniki on 21 Jime.
The European Union will ensure that Kosovo's Europeanprospects are not held back by the
final status issue. Before addressing that issue, however, a democratic, multi-ethnic and
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multicultural Kosovo guaranteeing full respect for the rule of law and for human and
minority rights will have to be built. To that end, the Eilropean Union reiterates its support
for the standards before status strategy, which now needs to become operational.
The European Union is also firmly committed to supporting Kosovo's economic recovery
and development, including the privatization process, as an indispensable measure for
ensuring the normalization and development of society. At the same tim:e, we would like to
see progress on decentralization and on the retum process, where there is still an lirgent need
for concrete measures to be taken by the competent authorities, both at the central and local
levels.
The President: I call on the representative ofAlbania.
Mr. Nesho (Albania): At the outset, Sir, allow me to express our delegation's appreciation for
your commitment to the problems of our region and to commend your work as the President
of the Security Council for the month of September.
Let me also thank Assistant Secretary-General Annabi for his comprehensive briefing today.
The issue ofKosovo has been broadly discussed in the Security Council, This reflects the
commitment and the seriousness of the intemational commimity in implementing Security
Council resolution 1244 (1999) and ensuring a sustainable democratic future for Kosovo.
The attention that the Kosovo issue has attracted constitutes a positive factor that has
accelerated the rhythm of si^ificant transformations towards amulti-ethnic, democratic
society. While evaluating the current situation in Kosovo, as a result of considerable
transformations due to the commendable work of the United Nations and the United Nations
Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo, we are confident in saying that substantial
progress has been achieved. This conclusion has been realistically highlighted by the
members of the Security Council and reflected in the reports of the Secretary-General as
well.
It is important to put special emphasis on the establishment and functioning of the new
Provisional Institutions of Self-Govemment, which are a clear indication ofgrowing political
maturity and responsibility. There is an improved inter-ethnic environment as well, as has
been demonstrated, for instance, by the appeal of the Kosovar leaders to all displaced persons
to retum to Kosovo and to participate in the democratic processes and in the responsibility to
rebuild together a new, multi-ethnic, free and democratic society.
The latest incidents in Kosovo are tragic and intolerable.They should be explicitly
condemned and considered to be acts of an agonizing violent past that cannot halt the
democratic processes and the irreversible new realities. However, these incidents cannot be
condemned either by denying the substantial progress in Kosovo or by using it for political,
electoral and nationalist interests. That would impede the beginning of the necessary
99
dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade, to the accomplishment ofwhich the whole
international community is committed.
Today, Kosovo needs confidence-building measures and not a conflict-feeding process.
Finding itselfbetween opportunities and difficulties, problems and solutions, Kosovo
requires all ofus to become part of the solution and the progress. The far-sighted policy of
the European Union to include Kosovo as an inseparable part of the regional reality, drawn
up at theThessaloniki summit, creates real grounds fpr its rapidintegration, first, into the
regional commxmity, and then into the Exiropean family.
The improvement of stability and progress suggests the need for the Kosovar leadership to
take part in the discussions of this body on Kosovo so that it may share responsibilities and
be fully committed to the implementation of Security Council decisions.
The Albanian Government has always appreciated the important work of the Special
Represientatives of the Secretary-General for Kosovo and is thankful for the extraordinary
results achieved in a relatively short period of time. The Albanian Government commends
the appointment ofMr. Harri Holkeri as Special Representative and will support his activity.
My Government strongly believes that his mission will be carried out successfully and
contribute to the further development ofKosovo and the implementation of the necessary
standards before status.
Albania has encouraged the political leaders in Kosovo and Belgrade to.give concrete
expression to their commitment to initiate a dialogue on technical issues. My Government
considers unacceptable and unhelpful every effort that goes beyond the stabilizing
framework of the dialogue and increases the spirit of conflict in the region. The dialogue
between the two parties and the collaboration ofmutual interests towards economic
development and regional integration will bring an understanding ofnew realities. People
can be ruled not by the mentality of territories, but by that ofrespect for their right to self-
determination, freedom and democracy, ideas that shape modem Europe today.
The President: There are no more speakers on my list.
I thank my colleagues for their contributions, especially Assistant Secretary-General Annabi,
not just for his contribution, but also for what it represents in terms ofthe work that the
United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo does. We have all shown today, I
think, our clear support for the Special Representative. Resolution 1244 (1999) remains the
basis ofpolicy and there has been a clear emphasis on standards before status. As for
dialogue,most speakers have endorsed what is taking place and expressed the imperativeof
tackling the security situation and of stabilizing things. The recent attacks have been
condemned by just about everybody.
We have thus concluded the Security Councirs consideration of the item on its agenda.
The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.
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